VOLUME 3- NUMBER 
ER 10 


SONSTRUCTION 
REVIEW 


Pe, 
: Expenditures 


e Starts 


— 


in this issue - - ° 


WORK INJURIES IN 1956 


Featured 
e Aisi game ay 


ve Tere 


agen 

VALUE OF 1956 

NTENANCE AND REPAIRS e Permits 
e Costs 


crivE Wee 
mployment 


HIGHLIGHTS OF COLLE 
BARGAINING IN 1957 





mi UNI 
as TED STATES 
‘ EPARTMENT OF LABOR : 
at ae NITED STATES [Seba 
OF COMMERCE OTS 





U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
FIELD OFFICES 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. MEX. 
321 Post Office Bldg. 


DETROIT 26, MICH. 
438 Federal Bldg. 


ATLANTA 3, GA. 
66 Luckie St., NW 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
407 U. S. Post Office Bldg. 


BOSTON 9, MASS. 
U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 


HOUSTON 2, TEX. 
624 First National Bank Bldg. 


JACKSONVILLE 1, FLA. 
BUFFALO 3, N. Y. 425 Federal Bldg. 
117 Ellicott Se. 

KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 
CHARLESTON 4, S. C. 911 Walnut Street 
Area 2, Sergeant Jasper Bidg. 

LOS ANGELES 15, CALIF. 


CHEYENNE, WYO. 1031 S. Broadway 


307 Federal Office Bldg. 
MEMPHIS 3, TENN. 


CHICAGO 6, ILL. 212 Falls Bldg. 
226 W. Jackson Blvd. 


MIAMI 32, FLA. 

CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 316 U. S. Post Office Bldg. 
442 U. S. Post Office 

and Courthouse MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN. 
319 Metropolitan Bldg. 
CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 
1100 Chester Ave. NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 
333 Se. Charles Ave. 
DALLAS 1, TEXAS 
3-104 Merchandise Mart NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
110 E. 45th Se. 
DENVER 2, COLO. 


142 New Custom House 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS REGIONAL OFFICES 


ATLANTA 23, GA. 
50 Seventh St., NE 


BOSTON 10, MASS. 
18 Oliver Se. 


NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 


341 Ninth Ave. 630 Sansome St. 


SAN FRANCISCO 11, 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
James P. Mitchell, Secretary 


PHILADELPHIA 7, PA, 
1015 Chestnut St. 


PHOENIX, ARIZ. 
137 N. Second Ave. 


PITTSBURGH 22, PA, 
107 Sixth Street 


PORTLAND 4, OREG, 
217 Old U. S. Courthouse 


RENO, NEV. 
1479 Wells Ave. 


RICHMOND 19, VA. 
490 Post Office Bldg. 


ST. LOUIS 1, MO. 
910 New Federal Bldg. 


SALT LAKE CITY 1, UTAH ; 
222 S.W. Temple St. 


SAN FRANCISCO 11, CALIF 
555 Battery St. 


SAVANNAH, GA, 
235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 


SEATTLE 4, WASH. 
909 First Ave. 


CHICAGO 3, ILL. 
105 West Adams St. 


CALIF. 


Construction Review is prepared under the direction of 


Walter W. Schneider, Chief Arnold E 
Construction Statistics and Economics Branch 

BUILDING MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION DIVISION 
BUSINESS AND DEFENSE SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


. Chase, Chief 
Division of Construction Statistics 


BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTIG 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOh 


Inquiries on the content may be addressed to Construction Review, in care of either agency. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


CONTENTS FOR OCTOBER 1957 


AT A GLANCE 


FEATURES: 
Work Injuries in Contract Construction, 1956 
Expenditures for Maintenance and Repairs in 1956 
Highlights of Collective Bargaining in Construction, First Half of 1957 


STATISTICAL SERIES: 
Part A--Construction Put in Place 
Part B--Housing 
Part C--Building Permits 
Part D--Contracts 
Part E--Costs (Indexes, Materials Prices, and Wage Rates) 
Part F--Materials Output 
Part G--Employment 
Explanatory Notes 
Index to Tables 


CONSTRUCTION LEGISLATION 


CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS (Published when significant regulations are issued; 
last shown in September 1957 issue.) 


NOTE: Contents of this publication emanating from governmental sources are not copyrighted 
and may be reprinted freely. Mention of Construction Review as the source will be appreciated. 


Data credited to private sources appear here through special arrangements and are still subject 
to the copyrights of the compilers. 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Subscription price per year--$3 domestic; $4 foreign. 
Single copies, at 30 cents each, may be purchased from any of the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or the Bureau of Labor Statistics Regional Offices. 


Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget (December 16, 1954). 


(1) 





At a Glance 


CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN SEPTEMBER--Outlays for new construction in September 
matched the alltime high of $4.6 billion in August, to round out the most active quarter 
on record. In September, many important types of construction remained at or near the 
peak levels of August, bringing the value of new work put in place during the first 4 
months of 1957 to $35 billion, 2 percent more than in the comparable 1956 period. The 
$25 billion of private construction put in place during the first 9 months of 1957 was 
about the same as for the like period of 1956. The 10-percent gain over the year in pub- 
lic construction, to $10.5 billion, was primarily for State and locally-owned projects-- 
schools, highways, and sewer and water facilities. 


HOUSING STARTS IN AUGUST--Nonfarm housing starts in August totaled 95,000, almost 
equal to July volume and 9 percent below August 1956. The July-to-August slackening 
was in public housing. Privately owned starts rose contraseasonally in August to 92,600, 
and the seasonally adjusted annual rate passed the million mark for the first time this 
year. The increase in private housing was confined to the metropolitan areas, where 
new apartment projects were buoying up housing starts. Comparing data for the first 
months, this year's starts total (665,600 private and 34,900 public units) was 11 percent 
below 1956 and the lowest for any like period since 1949. 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY IN AUGUST--Housing starts under FHA programs continued their 
1957 uptrend in August to within 5 percent of the August 1956 volume. Thus, the 1956-57 
decline in FHA starts had narrowed from 37 percent in the first quarter to 24 percent a 
the end of the first 8 months. Further advances in FHA starts appeared likely, since 
dwelling units covered by FHA mortgage insurance applications (excluding Capehart mil- 
tary housing) rose for the second successive month this August, and for the third month 
in a row were above year-earlier totals. Housing starts under VA programs declined it 
August, as in July, and continued at less than half last year's volume. Dwelling units in 
VA appraisal requests, however, increased slightly in August, after edging up in July for 
the first time since February, but they continued about 60 percent below 1956 levels. 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS IN JULY--The value of nonfarm mortgage recor¢ 
ings advanced more than usual in July--by 9 percent to $2.2 billion--after a 5-percent 
decline in June. All groups of lenders contributed to the rise, but the July 1957 total wa 
7 percent below the year-ago figure. Savings and loan associations, the major source d 
home-mortgage funds, maintained their July 1956 volume, but home financing by com 
mercial banks was off 16 percent over the year and by insurance companies, 18 percent 
For the first 7 months of 1957, mortgage recordings were valued at $14.1 billion, dow 
1l percent from the same 1956 period. All types of lenders except individuals sharedit 
this decline, which ranged from 5 percent for savings and loan associations to 24 percem 
for commercial banks. 


BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY IN AUGUST--Building permit valuations declined 4 per 
cent in August to $1.6 billion and continued below 1956 levels. The July-to-—August dowr 
trend reflected decreases for all major kinds of building except new dwelling units 
Dwelling-unit valuations were up 5 percent in August after a 2-month downtrend, in cor 
trast with sizable decreases for stores and industrial buildings. Comparing data for th 
first 8 months, permit valuations declined 6 percent over the year to $12.4 billion, 
chiefly because of a 15-percent drop in housing. 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS IN JULY--The value of public contract awards declined I! 
percent in July, to $1.1 billion--a little above the July 1956 total. The only importa 
exceptions to the general downtrend were June-to-July increases in awards for housity 
and for highways, particularly toll roads. For the first 7 months, contract award totali 
advanced by 15 percent from 1956 to 1957, and gains occurred for most major types d 
public work. The largest increases, however, were in highway awards (mainly federal 
ly aided State projects), public schools, and in Federal awards for military (Capehar 
housing and conservation and development. The only sizable decrease over the period 
was in electric power projects, chiefly because of several especially large contract 
awarded last year during the summer months. 
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At a Glance 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER--The value of construc- 
tion contracts for the first 8 months of 1957, as reported by the F. W. Dodge Corpora- 
tion, remained slightly ahead of the same 1956 period. Although residential awards 
were slightly less than last year's 8-month total, the rate of decrease from 1956 was 
reduced considerably in June and July. Asa result, a small July-to-August rise in the 
yalue of nonresidential building contracts was sufficient to bring the total for all building 
contracts in January-August 1957 ahead of the corresponding period of 1956. Engineer- 
ing awards continued well ahead of last year, despite a drop in both public works and 
utility awards in the past 2 months. 

Reports of the Engineering News-Record on the value of large construction contracts 
awarded during the 12 months ending in September show an 8 percent drop when com- 
pared to the January 1957 12-month total and continues the downtrend evident throughout 
this year. Drops in the private sector have exceeded increases in publicly owned con- 
struction consistently so far this year. 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS IN AUGUST--The Department of Commerce composite index in 
August remained unchanged at 138 percent of the 1947-49 average. Although costs have 
been inching up in 1957, with the August index 3 percent above January, the rate of ad- 
vance has been slower this year than in the same 1956 period, chiefly because of lumber 


price reductions. 


BUILDING MATERIALS PRICES IN AUGUST--The wholesale price index for building 
materials receded fractionally in August to 131.3 (1947-49=100), from July's near- 
record high of 131.4, owing chiefly to continued softness in prices of lumber and copper 
building components. The August 1957 index was virtually the same as the 131.5 alltime 
high of August 1956--reflecting counterbalancing of declining lumber prices by rising 
prices for components of the metal and nonmetallic minerals products groups. Primary 
market quotations declined slightly from July to August 1957 for maple and oak flooring, 
and for Douglas fir and southern pine lumber. Softwood plywood prices were down more 


than 4 percent over the month. These decreases were offset by price advances for alu- 
minum sheets, face brick, and sand and gravel. Cement prices were unchanged as of 


mids August. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT IN JULY--July was marked by mixed move- 
ments in the output of major construction materials. While most categories were below 
June 1957 and July 1956 levels, the changes over the month represented, in large meas- 
ure, normal seasonal variations. Only the asphalt products and clay construction prod- 
ucts groups rose between June and July. Cement production was lower than for any July 
since 1949, because of a widespread work stoppage. Iron and steel products, and the 
paint, varnish, and lacquer groups registered increases over the same month last year. 
Iron and steel products reached a new July high this year, which was an unusual increase 
over July 1956, when a steel strike was in progress. The paint group achieved a level 
only slightly below the July high of 1950. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT IN AUGUST--Employment by construction 
contractors rose less than usual in August--by 19,000 to 3,299,000, partly because of 
industrial disputes. This figure was 62,000 below August 1956 when construction em- 
ployment was at an alltime high. Detailed data available through July indicate that gains 
from June occurred in most States, and on all types of contract construction except 
some of the special trades. The small employment rise above July 1956 levels was 
mostly in the South, and reflected primarily gains in the painting and electrical trades 
and in heavy construction other than highway work. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS IN JULY--Average weekly earnings in contract construction 
advanced by $1.24 from June to a new high of $109.35 in July--$6.10 above the previous 
July and $2.21 above the 1956 peak reached in October. The over-the-year gain in 
weekly pay resulted chiefly from increased wage rates. The workweek, expanding 0.3 
hour from June, averaged about the same in July 1957 as the July workweek in each of 
the 4 preceding years. Hourly earnings, averaging $2.87 this July, were at record or 
near-record levels for all major segments of the industry. 
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Work Injuries in Contract Construction, 1956" 


Injury-frequency rates in contract construction during 1956 were the lowest in 9 years--the perio 
for which comparable national records are available (see table 1).' The 1956 rate of 31.2 disablin 
injuries per million employee-hours worked represented a significant improvement over the 1955 rat 
(34.5) and a striking drop from the peak (41.0) of 1950. The average severity rate also fell substantially 
(by 16 percent) over the year--reflecting the combined effect of the sharp reduction in injury frequency 
and a smaller downtrend in average days of disability per case, from 89 in 1955 to 85 in 195 
(see table 2). 2 


TABLE 1.--INJURY-FREQUENCY RATES IN CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION, 1948-56 





Type of contractor 





All contract construction 

General building 

Highway and street 

Heavy construction, except highway and street.. 
Special trades 





1 See table 2, footnote 1, for definition. 


The decline in the overall frequency rate from 1955 to 1956 reflected improvement in 3 of the; 
main divisions of contract construction--general building, highway and street work, and the specid 
trades. In the field of heavy construction (excluding highways and roads), there was no significan 
change over the year in injury frequency. The rate of decrease in construction work injuries compares 
favorably with that for manufacturing, which declined only slightly from 1955. 


Despite the improvement in injury-frequency rates, the total number of injuries in construction 
rose a little from 1955 to 1956, reflecting the increase in contract construction employment. However 
the increase in injury volume was much less relatively than the increase in employment--2.3 perces 
against 8.4 percent. 


Injury-frequency rates among the broad groups of construction contractors varied last year fro 
28.1 for the special trades, to 30.9 on heavy construction, 34.2 on highway and road work, and 345 
on general building. Although general building had the highest frequency rate in 1956, it had the 
lowest severity rate--reflecting the very small proportion of deaths resulting from work injuries. be 


* Prepared in the Division of Industrial Hazards, Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Department of Labor 

1 The Bureau of Labor Statistics regularly compiles annual work-injury frequency and severity rates for: 
wide range of manufacturing and nonmanufacturing activities. Before 1948, data for the construction industy 
were shown only for 3 main divisions of contract construction--building construction, heavy construction (othe 
than highway and street), and highway and street work. Reginning with 1948, statistics are available separately 
for general building and for a number of special trades, as well as for heavy construction and highway and street 
work. The all-construction rates are weighted averages (in terms of employment) of the rates determined forth 
several listed classes of contract construction. 

The sample surveys are conducted by mail. The coverage in construction varies from year to year, bi 
typically represents the experience of about 5,000 employers. In 1956, the data covered more than 5,700 firm 
with an overall average employment of 229,000 workers. Injury rates compiled by the Bureau include the expeti 
ence of all classes of employees--production and related workers; administrative, supervisory, sales, servic, 
technical, professional, and office personnel. The term ‘tinjury’’ includes occupational disease. 

For a more complete description of survey methods, see Techniques of Preparing Major BLS Statistitd 
Series, Ch. 5 (BLS Bull. 1168). For an interpretation of trends in earlier years, see Work Injuries in Constmt 
tion, 1948-49 (BLS Bull. 1004) and Work Injuries in Contract Construction, 1948-54 (in Construction Revitt, 
March 1956, pp. 4-9). For an analysis of accident causes in 2 trades, see Injuries and Accident Causes it 
Plumbing Operations (BLS Bull. 1079) and Injuries and Accident Causes in Carpentry Operations (BLS 
Bull. 1118). 


2 See footnotes to table 2 for definitions. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


cause of the relatively high incidence of death on both heavy construction and highway work, their 
injury-severity rates were about twice as great as on building construction. The proportion of injuries 
resulting in permanent physical impairment was about the same for all groups. 


TABLE 2.--INJURY RATES IN CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION, BY TYPE OF CONTRACTOR, 1955-56! 
Injury rates Average days 
: of disability 
Type of contractor Frequency Severity per case 





1956 | 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 
All contract construction 31. 34.5] 2,330] 2,759 89 


General building 34, 39.8] 1,825] 2,487 60 
Say ORE BUROEE....n. 2.0 creas ssrsssrcesessrocsnscasenecenesom, sonseensseinente ' 34, 37. 3,856] 4,875 130 
Heavy construction, except highway and street. 30. 30. 3,843] 4,411 148 
I NNN sciicas senesced seinen a 28. 31. 2,041] 2,256 75 

Plumbing, heating, and air conditioning 26. 28. 1,024} 1,499 

Painting, paperhanging, and decorating 18. 24. (3) (3) 

Electrical SA ah ia ER a Bt ; a 28. 1, 390 a 090 

Masonry, stonework, tile setting, and plastering 29. 34, 981 1,059 

Roofing and sheet-metal work 53. 3,606] 4,682 

Structural steel erection and ornamental iron work.......... , 10, 859 (3) 


Percent of disabling injuries resulting in-- 


Permanent Temporary-total 
impairment disability 
1956 1955 1956 


96.7 
97. 
95. 
96. 
96. 
97. 
97. 
98. 
97. 
90. 


l Injury-frequency rate: the average number of disabling work injuries per million employee-hours worked. Severity 
rate: the average number of days of disability charged for each million employee-hours worked. Prior to 1955, severity rates 
were computed on the basis of each thousand employee-hours worked. Also, beginning with 1955, these studies incorporated 
more detailed and exact time charges for the evaluation of permanent impairments. Therefore, between earlier years and the 
1955-56 period, valid comparisons cannot be made of the average days of disability charged for permanent impairments or for 

I cases, or of the severity rates. Days of disability includes those resulting from temporary-total cases and standard time 
charges for fatalities and permanent disabilities, according to the American Standard Method of Recording and Measuring Work 
Injury Experience, approved by the American Standard Association in 1954. Disabling work injury is one occurring in the 
course of and arising out of employment which (a) results in death or any degree of permanent physical impairment, or (b) 
makes the injured worker unable to perform the duties of a regularly established job which is open and available to him on 
any day after the day of injury—including Sundays, days off, holidays, or plant shutdowns. 


Includes data for trades not shown separately. 
Data not available. 
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Roofing and sheet-metal work. 
Structural steel erection and ornamental iron work. 
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Among most of the special trades, both the frequency and severity of 1956 work injuries were 
comparatively low in relation to other types of construction. An exception was structural steel erec- 
tion and ornamental iron work, which had an injury-severity rate that- was about five times that for the 
special trades group and for contract construction as a whole. 





Expenditures for . 
Maintenance and Repairs in 1956 


In 1956, maintenance and repair expenditures for all types of construction reached a new peak of 
$17.0 billion, exceeding the old record of 1955 by $1.1 billion, or 7 percent. Since the U. S. Depan. 
ment of Commerce composite index of construction costs rose about 6 percent during the same period, 
it is possible that most, if not all, of the increase in maintenance and repair expenditures was due to 
risiny costs rather than to accelerated activity. In fact, with some growth in the inventory of structures 
and facilities, it is conceivable that the physical amount of maintenance and repair work done per unit 
of construction actually declined. 


With the exception of farm buildings, all major classifications of construction snared in the ip 
crease in expenditures. Nonfarm residential buildings, which is the largest component, accounted fo 
$500 million, or about half of the total increase. Nonresidential buildings contributed almost $3) 
million, while public utilities and highways each added about $100 million. The $15-million decline 
for farm buildings had no significant effect on the total outlay. 


MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR EXPENDITURES, 1947-56 
(Millions of dollars) 


Type of construction 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 1956 


Total maintenance and repairs”... 10, 374 }11, 801/11, 966 |12, 084 |13, 386 |14, 153 | 14, 379 | 14, 666 |15, 843 /16, 952 F 


Residential buildings (nonfarm).. | 4,200] 4,800] 4,800] 4,600] 5,000] 5,300] 5,300] 5,700] 6,500 
Nonresidential buildings 2,250} 2,285] 2,360] 2,540] 2,672] 2,799} 2,868] 3,010 
Farm buildings 618 581 639 722 744 677 609 619 
Operators’ dwellings 200 188 208 234 241 219 197 199 
Service buildings 418 393 431 488 503 458 412 420 
Military facilities 258} 295] 369] 614] 702] 637] 579] 2567 
Conservation & development? 87 91 83 88 99 87 82 81 
Public utilities 1,904] 1,877| 1,900] 2,134] 2,203] 2,327] 2,146 ]2, 214 
Railroad 1,405] 1,343] 1,342] 1,543] 1,584] 1.652] 1,410] 1,447 
Local transit 44 43 45 45 47 46 45 
Petroleum pipe lines 42 44 44 51 53 55 57 
Electric light and power 184 198 209 226 232 267 288 
76 84 91 92 97 106 124 
Telephone 143 156 160 168 181 192 213 
Telegraph 10 9 9 9 9 9 9 
Highways 1, 242} 1,359] 1,423] 1,531] 1,611] 1,701] 1,780 
468 492 506 568 616 626 662 
477 515 564 588 604 643 665 
Municipal 297 352 353 375 391 432 453 
Sewer and water! 412 445 475 496 546 572 618 
Sewer 108 120 133 141 153 168 186 
304 325 342 355 393 404 432 
230 233 235 261 276 279 284 








Source: Department of Commerce. 1 Revised data for 1947-55, inclusive. 
only projects of the Department of the Army Corps of Engineers. 


The accompanying table continues through 1956 estimates of expenditures for maintenance am 
repairs prepared by the U. S. Department of Commerce. Estimates for 1915-56 and a description of the 
methods used in deriving them will appear in Construction Volume and Costs, 1915-56, a statisticd 
supplement to Construction Review, now in preparation. The data through 1955 are essentially the sam 
as those previously published except that a major revision was made in the series for sewage dispost 
facilities. For the other series, revisions were limited to 1955 figures, which were necessarily prelir 
inary at the time they were first released. 


* Prepared in the Building Materials and Construction Division, Business and Defense Services Admiar 
stration, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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Highlights of Collective Bargaining in Construction, 
First Half of 1957" 


First-year ‘‘package’’ increases of at least 20 cents an hour were provided for about 260,000 
construction trades workers out of a 450,000 total covered by a group of major collective bargaining 
contracts negotiated in the first half of 1957. Each of these settlements covered 5,000 or more workers. 


The major part of the new packages consisted of wage-rate increases, but often, as in recent 
years, new or liberalized health and welfare provisions and sometimes other contract changes also 
were involved. The most frequent wage increase, in terms of number of workers affected, was about 
22 to 22.5 cents an hour, and covered about 135,000 workers. 


As a result of these and other contract negotiations, together with previously negotiated wage 
adjustments going into effect during this period, construction wage scales increased an estimated 
average of 12 cents during the first half of 1957 compared with apout 10 cents in the same 1956 period. 
Both of these averages are based on union wage-scale surveys made regularly by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics,! and include scales that remained unchanged as well as those that rose duriny these periods. 


Wage increases for periods of at least 2 and often 3 years in advance were provided by many of 
the January-to-June 1957 settlements. Contracts affecting more than 7 out of 10 workers involved in 
major negotiations specified increases for a second year. The most common second-year package 
increase was about 15 cents an hour, compared with about 10 cents in long-term 1956 agreements. 


In contrast to preceding years, when contracts seldom specified adjustments for more than 2 
years, nearly half the workers affected by major 1957 negotiations were also scheduled to receive 
increases in 1959. 
os Prepared in the Division of Wages and Industrial Relations, Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Department 
of Labor. 


1 Union wage rates for 7 major trades in 100 cities. 





APPRENTICE JOE LEARNS CONSTRUCTION SAFETY 


This pamphlet is for the use of construction foremen in explaining safety to appren- 
tices or to any new worker in construction. 


Safety rules on handling and lifting various kinds of material; using hand tools and 
operating power tools and equipment; eliminating certain hazards through good house- 
keeping; working in or near excavations; inspecting scaffolding, ladders, and hoisting 
equipment; and wearing personal protective equipment and clothing are outlined briefly. 


The booklet, Apprentice Joe Learns Construction Safety, was prepared by the U. S. 
Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Standards and Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training. Copies are available from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., at 10 cents each. 





STATISTICAL SERIES 


NOTE: ALL THE STATISTICAL SERIES IN CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION FOR THE LATEST PERIOD SHOWN. 


Part A--Construction Put in Place 


Table A-1: New Construction Put in Place: Current Month, by Type of Construction 





Type of construction 





TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 
New dwelling units 
Additions and alterations 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential buildings 
Industrial 
Commercial 
Office buildings and warehouses: 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Religious 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Social and recreational 
Miscellaneous 
I I eas eins a cecctcntnisinss 
Public utilities 
Railroad 
Telephone and telegraph 
Other public utilities 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Industrial 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Military facilities 


Sewer and water systems 
Public service enterprises 


Conservation and development 
All other public 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 











Value (in millions of dollars) 


1957 1956 





Sept. Sept. 1957 


First 9 months 


1956 





4,618 35, 091 


3, 110 24, 577 
1, 573 12, 286 
1, 140 8, 980 
386 : 2, 956 
47 350 
802 6, 762 
260 2, 407 
322 2, 597 
168 1, 332 
154 1, 265 
220 1, 758 
81 636 
47 382 

48 360 

28 227 

16 153 
159 1, 203 
558 4, 184 
41 336 
89 811 
428 3, 037 
18 142 








1, 508 10, 514 
51 339 
415 3,377 
37 365 
261 2, 115 
29 258 
44 324 
44 315 
140 956 
615 3, 730 
128 1,025 
76 580 
52 445 
45 301 
103 693 
ll 93 














34, 250 


24, 663 
13, 169 
10, 110 
2, 735 
324 

6, 444 
2, 256 
2, 677 
1, 202 
1, 475 
1,511 
548 
394 
233 
195 
141 

1, 222 
3, 741 
307 
771 

2, 663 
87 


9, 587 
201 
3, 033 
321 
1,912 
219 
262 
319 
1, 039 
3, 393 
945 
520 
425 
290 
609 
77 


1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 


Percent change 


Sept. 1957 from-- First 9 


Aug. Sept. months, 
1957 1956 1956-57 


+1 +4 +2 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table A-2: New Construction Put in Place: Recent Monthly Trend, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 





mn ie 
1956 








Type of construction 


| sere. | vet | Nov. : Jan. | Feb. | [ Apr. May July! | Aug. Sept. 


—- | 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION..| 1, 125 | 4, 302 | 3,964 | 3,544 | 3, 182 | 3,000 | 3, 4,03: 4,395 | 4,595 | 4,618 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 3,073 | 3,003 , A 2,311 | 2,217 | 2, , 808 ; 3,039 3, 110 
Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) | 1,640 | 1,580 | 1, ; 1, 137 | 1,048 | 1, : a 1,556 1, 573 
New dwelling units 1, 240 | 1,195 , j 885 795 s ; 1, 125 1, 140 
Additions and alterations .. 360 344 214 217 *39] 386 
Nonhousekeeping 40 41 38 36 é é 7 ( 40 P 7 
Nonresidential buildings 787 797 04 722 704 47 774 802 
Industrial. 278 278 27¢ 269 270 7% 262 260 
Commercial 313 320 269 257 ¢ 322 
Office buildings 
and warehouses 152 160 7} 143 135 d 5 168 
Stores, restaurants, 
and garages 160 ) ; 154 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 199 220 
Religious ; a ] , 81 
Educational 49 47 
Hospital & institutional 31 / 48 
Social and recreational .. 27 
Miscellaneous 17 
Farm construction... 130 
Public utilities 484 
Railroad ( 4l 
Telephone and telegraph .... 100 
Other public utilities 343 
All other private 12 

















a Oe SS OS Sl‘ 





PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 1, 299 
Residential buildings 30 
Nonresidential buildings 371 
Industrial 42 
Educational 22% 
Hospital and institutional .. 30 
Administrative & service ... 38 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 35 
Military facilities 141 
Highways 512 
Sewer and water systems 120 
65 
55 
Public service enterprises .... 35 
Conservation & development.. 
All other public ll 

















} 
5 
} 
j 
5 
) 
2 
2 
5 
2 
3 




















Source: Departments of Cominerce and Labor. 1 Data for individual types of construction were adjusted specifically for effect of 
cement shortages in July 1957, except where noted. * Not adjusted for effect of cement shortages. ** Rased chiefly on ‘actual project pro- 
fess tepotts which reflect all current influences on construction activity for the types of work shown (State and locally owned highway data were 
ayjusted on the basis of findings from the federally aided portion.) : ; 


COMPOSITION OF REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 
NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 


1. New England 3. E. N. Central 4. W. N. Central ; 5. S. Atlantic 6. E. S. Central 8. Mountain 
Connecticut Illinois lowa Delaware Alabama Arizona 
Maine Indiana Kansas Dist. of Col. Kentucky Colorado 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi Idaho 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee Montana 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland Nevada 
Vermont North Dakota N. Carolina . W. S. Central New Mexico 

4 ; South Dakota S. Carolina Arkansas Utah 

» Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana Wyoming 
New Jersey W. Virginia Oklahoma 
New York , Texas . Pacific 
Pennsylvania California 

Oregon 
Washington 


a> & Vn DOO Or & Oe eS YS oe 


a 


\ 





NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN 1950 
NORTHEAST—~29.5 percent. NORTH CENTRAL—~29.0 percent. SOUTH—27.7 percent. WEST—13.8 percent. 
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Chort | New Construction Put in Place 


Billions of Dollars Billions of Dollars 


ANNUAL DATA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUA 
TOTAL 





1940 1945 1950 1955 1956 1957 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-A 





Table A-3: New Construction Put in Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 





7 Seasonally adjusted annual rate ; i ey 


Type of construction 1956 | a 





Sept. , , June July! - | Sepe. 





47,160} 46, 284 48, 204 TOTAI 
PRIVA 
PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION .................... 33, 216 32, 736 33,216] 32, 784 33, 600 Reside 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 17, 508 16, 320 : *16, 284 16, 788 Nonres 
Nonresidential buildings 8, 928 9, 252 8,964 9, 084 Indu 
Industrial 3, 312 3,324 3,180 3, 084 Offi 
Commercial 3, 456 3,540 3, 468 3, 576 ar 
Office buildings and warehouses .... 1, 740 1,776 1,848 1,920 Store 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 1, 716 1, 764 1, 620 1, 656 Othe 
Other nonresidential buildings 2, 160 2, 388 z 2, 316 2, 424 Farm ¢ 
Farm construction 1, 560 ‘ 1,500 1 S72 1, 596 Public 
Public utilities 5, 460 5, 796 5, 928 All oth 
All other private 204 168 204 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLI 

PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 13, 944 13, 500 14, 604 Reside 
Residential buildings 396 **516 624 Nonres 
Nonresidential buildings 4, 560 4, 332 4, 548 Indu: 
Military facilities 1, 248 **1, 248 1, 392 Educ 
Highways 4, 968 **4,740 4,992 Host 
Sewer and water systems 1, 356 3 1,272 1, 428 Othe 
744 708 852 Militar 

612 564 576 Highwa 

Public service enterprises 396 348 420 Sewer ; 
Conservation and development 888 **924 1, 092 Public 
All other public 132 120 108 Conser 





Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 
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New Construction Put in Place 
(In 1947-49 Prices) 


Qillions of Dollars Billions of Dollars 
40] ANNUAL DATA “1 MONTHLY DATA 


Pig 
/ - 


a 
~ ri 
/ a i A cA J ie \ foo, ee 








0 0 
1940 1950 1955 1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-8 


Table A-4: New Construction Put in Place: Value in 1947-49 Prices, by Type of Construction 


(Millions of dollars) _ ‘ 
1956 1957 Year 


Pee qonapeine Aug. | May | June | July! | Aug. | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 1955 1956 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 3,372] 2,964 | 3, 186 | 3,194 29,123 | 30,459 | 32,603 | 35,702 | 34,933 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION.......-....-..| 2,325] 2,040 | 2,173 | 2,185 19,889 | 20,958 | 22,517 | 25,810 | 24,963 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 1, 281 1,071 1,154 |*1,172 10,772 | 11, 365 12,777 | 15,078 | 13,613 
Nonresidential buildings 582 537 561 549 4,211 4,655 5, 064 6,012 6, 587 
Industrial 205 193 191 185 1,909 1, 807 1,690 1,946 2, 304 
Office buildings 
and warehouses 111 107 112 111 461 640 789 1,054 1, 289 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 124 101 111 109 525 857 989 1,472 1, 441 
Other nonresidential bldgs 142 136 147 144 1, 316 1,351 1,596 1,540 L333 
Farm construction 136 112 131 1, 643 1, 484 1, 420 1,350 1, 266 
WR TERROR ssiscs sovnssrcsoinccisinssses i 308 322 3,194 3, 362 3, 166 3, 257 3, 416 
All other private 12 11 69 92 90 113 81 





PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION -=++++00+ ++ se+0+++ 924 1,009 9, 234 9,501 | 10,086 9, 892 9,970 
Residential REO OD sascensacossnseseneens ; 28 **30 550 459 281 213 225 
Nonresidential buildings 279 277 3, 465 3,531 3, 738 3,291 3,016 
Industrial 31 **29 1, 384 1, 434 1, 253 588 338 
Educational 175 1,375 1, 397 1,694 1, 888 1, 887 
Hospital and institutional 24 20 401 297 286 249 220 
Other nonresidential buildings .... 54 53 305 403 505 566 571 
Military facilities 75 +87 1,195 | 1,105 872 | 1,086 | 1,085 
Highways 386 **452 2,489 | 2,851 | 3,689 | 3,812 | 3,920 
Sewer and water systems . 76 76 639 681 724 769 859 
Public service enterprises 21 22 129 122 133 157 240 
Conservation and development......... 51 **57 731 571 497 556 
All other public 8 36 78 67 69 


Source: Departments of ‘Commerce and Labor. ** 1 See footnotes to table A-2. 
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Table A-5: New Public Construction Put in Place, by Source of Funds, Ownership, and Type of Construction 





Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


Source of funds, 1957 First 9 months Sept. 1957 from-- 
ownership, and 


type of construction ; 1956 1957 





First 9 
Sept. - | months, 
1956 1956-57 





Scneee 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION .... 1, 343 9, 587 
Federal funds 393 2,672 
Direct Federal 3 256 2,045 
Federal grants-in-aid 137 627 
State and local funds 950 6,915 


FEDERALLY OWNED : 256 2,045 
Residential buildings ll 7 
Nonresidential buildings 54 426 
Industrial 43 321 
Educational. 7 
Hospital. 26 
Administrative and service q 19 
Other nonresidential 53 
Military facilities 1,039 
65 
Conservation and development 497 
All other federally owned ll 








STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED ...... 7,542 
Residential buildings 194 
Nonresidential buildings 2, 607 
Educational 1, 905 
Hospital 193 
Administrative and service 243 
Other nonresidential 266 
3, 328 
Sewer and water systems .............- 945 
SD arcicctedennvatal ichSiaaiannnbpnieainaatial 425 
All other State and locally owned. 468 


























‘+ 
- DON YY OW O 


+ 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 Data for individual types of construction were adjusted specifically for effect of 
cement shortages in July 1957, except where noted by *. 2 Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover highways, 
schools, hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. 3 Percent increase exceeds 300. 4 Change of less than one-half 
of | percent. * Based chiefly on actual project progress reports, which reflect all current influences on construction activity for the types o 
work shown. (State and locally owned highway data were adjusted on the basis of findings from the federally aided portion.) 





Part B--Housing 


Table B-1: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Ownership, Location, and Type of Structure 


1 


Ownership Location Type of structure 


P Units in 2-or-more family structures 
: Metro- |Nonmetro-| 1-family 
Private li li b All Sacme 
politan politan ouses family 
NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 


Year: ‘1946 . . . : i (3) 
eee (3) 

1948 ....... vials a _ y i " (3) 

1949 (3) 

1950 (3) 

1951 (3) 

1952 ... (3) 


1953 (3) 
90. 


85. 
82. 


54. 


Oo NRO ODUeE 


First 8 months, 1956 
First 8 months, 1957 


1956: August 
September 
October 


December 
January 


Or DWoOowwo Nw © OO UNOCOA 


AWNwn ms WON 
VM eRwUDWNN DO ON 
at atatabokekatebera 
CDA rKNIVYNO HNN 
NON WY OWhWO 


.8 
. 2 
i 
5 
.3 
i 
5 
9 
ee 
6 
a 
i? 
of 
.0 
9 
. 
a 
3 
-4 
9 
.0 
ka 
6 


NY YANNNN 


First 8 months, 1956-57 
July-August, 1957 
August, 1956-57 


~ 


Year; 


a Pye 
a NPN 
'o weet 


. $wreteae ens «Ee a 

‘oo VreNOfkVwu 
' 

‘oO NNW! 


First 8 months, 1956 
| First 8 months, 1957 


1956: August 
September 


YN NE KRPYAYYr 


wy. 

AAAIDY 
COUR OURN® 

~~ 
S050 OP 50-00 Ee dd 2 
'WRWOUSCUWDON 


SASRIISSSSS:! 
PRP Rew 


‘ENON ANDOONUODN 


— 


WOM RKYVREVROUANAW OCD WYYADUOUH AD 
MONWOYUOEFARKYUABN ON NOUYUNNUH YO BN 


NAYYN Opp 
mm wre NON @ OO 


ANA 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Data by urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are available upon request. 2 Annual data 
not available before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. 3 Not available before January 1954. Tabulations showing the 
tumber of units in 2-family and 3-or-more family structures for 1920-53 are available upon request. 4 Not yet available. 
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Table B-2: New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 





Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 
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Source: Department of Labor. 


Chart 3. ° 
2 Housing Starts unaoiusten ano seasonality AbsusteD) 


Thousands of Dwelling Units Thousands of Dwelling Units 


Total Monthly Starts, Unadjusted 





MAY JUNE JULY 


Annual Data 


PUBLIC 


eer == 


SS 
SS 


\S 


WK 


> 


MN 


\ 


YZ 


1950 $2 53 


a 


JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. -OCT. NOV. DEC. 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. ; CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C0~-57-10-6 
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Table B-3: New Private 1-Family Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


[ton ros | ome | tee | ne | tee] ton | a | | om | we |e 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 
$5,375 
6, 725 
8,050 
7,525 
8, 875 
9, 400 
9, 500 
10, 125 
10, 850 
11,475 

12,375 | 12,275 
12, 825 (1) (1) 


Percent change, 1956 to 1957 


Ss] oi] et] ap al de ek 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Not yet available. 
Table B-4: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Region! 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent 


First 5 months | persis 
[wer [oes [ nee [oes {on Tres Tw. Tae Ty [36 Tor 195657, 


87.0 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 


(NOTE: Table B-5, New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Sturted in Selected States, is shown quarterly 
in the February, May, August, and November issues.) 





| Chart 4. 


Housing Starts 


(Regional Trends) 
THOUSANDS OF DWELLING UNITS 


NORTH CENTRAL 


wos iJ oe € EO -FCO +8" 
1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-57 -10-0 
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Waite B-6: New Private Dwelling Units: Volume in Successive Shapes of FHA and vA Programs 



















‘Number (in thousands) ‘of new dwelling « units in-- Percent of total 


































. Starts under FHA mortgages private starts under 
PEA eqgheninns - VA al inspection of-- ome 4 inspection of-- 
—-- rais = - 
Total Excluding a ests| FHA Total Excluding 
_Capehart! Capehart 
Lai hstesibesmbitainntieton 625.3 625. 3 (2) 486.7 378.7 378.7 
i sala hipsAtellciid susie 267.1 267.1 164. 4 263.5 .7 4 235.0 235.0 
Ssilasonssudieaipendn ae oey 323.9 323.8 226.3 279.9 .3| 162.6 162.6 
Saibictheaaiines ames eolal 327.3 327.3 251. 4 252.0 -6] 182.5 182.5 
seasaan copidianeaniies cele’ 383.3 383.3 535.4 276. 3 -0} 150.1 150. 1 
seapccii tat aappcwiied 314.9 314.9 620. 8 276.7 -9| 139.8 139.8 
Ss eee ania aude 227.6 219. 4 401.5 189. 3 -7] 116.2 110.9 
BPO CII aise secccepeis eines 19. 1 18.5 36. 5 18.6 -4 9.6 9.6 
DIOS Secs sieses cin neve 14.0 13.9 30.0 25.2 .0 8.6 7.8 
NOE saiirsceeseccdobiccnaees 18. 2 17.1 29.7 15.5 -0 10.7 9.6 
bio caitulaeepuniece 14.8 13.5 21.9 12. i -8 8.1 8.1 
Decembet...........0....+++ 12.9 10.9 19.0 9.6 -0 8.7 7.3 
POC FY cincescisesccicscccen 14.8 13.1 18. 9 77 -0 9.7 8.0 
EY si snsecsiicsronsescsens 22.0 14.0 20. 2 9.3 9.9) 10.2 7.3 
aise ebaadmaciailis’ 22. 2 20. 1 19.5 11.3 -4) 43.0 6 
aia lea 25.7 20. 4 19. 4 12. 1 5 8.7 74 
icseieiiecuscsivniiancoenae 23.3 20. 2 16. 6 14.9 -O} 10.7 6.7 
aiid dninmarsiiabens 22. 8 20.1 13.7 15. 3 -0 6.8 6.3 
ibcind ci llaiaicimaechite 22.0 21.2 14.0 15.7 -3} 11.0 7.6 
shia tienen 28.8 25. 6 14.5 17.7 -6] 10.2 8.5 
















-0} 80.2 78. 1 
95.7} 80.3 59. 1 


scclics apelin ced : 164.0 300.9 137.1 
sacs es nciviesd se inaniepasuse 181.7 154.8 136.9 104.0 
Percent change, 
1956 t0 1957 nn 48.3 | -5-6 | -54.5 | -24.1 | 49.6] +.1] 24.3 
Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the Federal Housing Administration (HHF A) and the Veterans 


Adininistration. 1 Excludes units under the armed services (Capehart) housing program, which are classified as public and whose inspec 
tion while under construction is under the auspices of the Department of Defense. Not available. 



















Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings of $20,000 or Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount by Type of Lender 
















Total amount (in millions of dollars) recorded by-- 


Insurance | Commercial savings All other 
companies banks = lenders 










Average 
amount 


(dollars) 









Savings 
and loan 
associations 





seeseencocsseons [ 16, 179 


‘siecainiie ‘ 16, 405 
alas 18, 018 
easmnlae ' 19, 747 
sasiaiilitii , 22,974 
dee ; 28, 484 
odiniaiti . 27, 088 


First 7 mos., 1956..... 15, 875 
First 7 mos., 1957 .... 14,055 



































Ne OU wie cencsses 2, 374 
August ........... 2, 544 
September........ 2, 185 

sallacbeons 2, 425 
beseaes 2, 108 







Sd 1,951 
aiiads 1,942 
sen 1, 749 
sanincihied 1, 937 
dates 2, 044 
2, 144 













Perceat ch 


ee eee 
Fire 7ees uses] ant -t] ys | mm Tey] 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 






(NOTE: Tables B-8 and B-9, Housing Vacancy Rates, are shoun 
quarterly in the March, June, September, and December issues.) 













Part C--Building Permits i 


NOTE: Beginning with this issue of Construction Review, Building Permit Activity data will no longer be shown separately for 
“public buildings.’’ For the period January 1956 through June 1957, buildings formerly included in this category have been reclassi- 
fied, according to function, into other categories (e.g., office, industrial, or institutional buildings) as noted in tables C-1, C-2, C-3, 
and C-9, with the remainder included with ‘‘other nonresidential buildings.’’ Revised statistics for periods before January 1956 are 
not available, but the effect oa comparability for any one type of building would be minor for most months. 


Table C-1: Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, by Type of Building Construction 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 


Type of building 1957 er 


12, 447.6 13, 281.4 
11, 033.3 11, 978.0 


New dwelling units ? 
Number of new dwelling units ... (79, 338) (75, 205) (79, 911) (87, 382)| (582, 082) (683, 274) 


552.2 653.8 663. 580. 4, 663.6 4, 579.3 

167.6 203. 2 183. 195. 1, 431.0 1, 529.5 

Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 71.3 95.1 82. 92. 619. 2 704. 5 
All other commercial buildings* 96.3 108. 1 101. 103. 811.8 825.0 
Community buildings*.............. ia 209. 0 222.3 253. 195. 1, 682.0 1, 529.0 
Industrial buildings*...............:s0sesssseees 87.1 124.9 101. 105. 787. 3 877.0 
All other nonresidential buildings* 88.5 103. 4 124. 84. 763-3 643.9 


Additions, alterations, and repairs 182. 6 188. 6 191. 182. 1, 347.9 1,279.9 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 2 Housekeeping only. 


“Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. * Includes some buildings previously classified as ‘‘public buildings.’’ See Note at beginning of 
ar C. 








Chort 5 


Building Permit Activity 


Millions of Dollars Millions of Dollars 
| 2,000 


CLASS OF CONSTRUCTION TYPE OF BUILDING 


ALL BUILDING 
7 CONSTRUCTION 


COMMERCIAL 


NEW DWELLING BUILDING 


ie 


1,000 + 





new 
NONRESIDENTIAL 
ove DING 
Fe, 
ON INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDING 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, 
ANDO REPAIRS 


ii 








° 
JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND UFMAMJJASOND 
1956 - 1957 1956 1957 








|_ Source DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D S7-1C-E |} 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region! 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 


: h 
Type of building Pieut 7 aegehe ‘tae 


construction months 








All building construction? 1,724. 2 1, 829.7 1, 748.7 
New dwelling units? 892. 935.9 881.9 823. 
New nonresidential building 638. 676.8 663. 4 653. 
208. 231.7 183.5 203. 
Amusement buildings* 12. 13.4 11. 
Commercial garages 7 5. 
Gasoline and service stations 13 14. 
94. 76. 
81. 95. 
211. 222. 
110. 121. 
54. 60. 
46. 40. 
21. ys B 
127. 124. 
37. 49. 
31. 32. 
188. 


Northeast 
All building construction? ; 439. 2 338. 4 343. 
New dwelling units 3 ; 195. § 183.7 162. 
New nonresidential building 189. 2 112.3 139. 
88. 3 35.3 38. 


i | 
— 
7 Sy? 
oo 


_ 
_ 


NNNFKYUN © WW 


mm N 
au 334e2¢ 
wo AUR Oo 
N B® ONYU OO 
eerrre Ss 


NOD WDWAND— KHON U DO = 
NWO Re YN RNWRK ON ROK URS 


oa a 
CO RU 


|JAPMOKNUAAR RYE NOWOND © 


l 
5 
1 
6 
6 
7 
4 
5 
i 
5 
8 
) 
9 


| 
| 
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Amusement buildings * 


Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 


wYr DH 
Lee ere ere err err 


Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings* 
Religious buildings 


~ 
= Nae eR 


~ 


N 
ON NWOYDWBWLLONWDAABDWOYwW OD 


All other nonresidential buildings*.... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 


WS NWYWOOMAWWNI AON NWS 


w 
_ 
n~ 


wv 
Pm NIANDANNANYNARODONY =I 


ADBANN & MI wo dt Nwn Ow 
| NONSOHDONWO HR KON 
[POV NS Sreryrvenrw 
j\wove BOOST OCOYVNAmMauU 


r 


"North Central 
542. 1 558. 5 515. 
283.0 277.6 256. 
202.1 230. 6 202. 
42.2 48. 6 51. 
a. 





All building construction? 
New dwelling units? 


Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 


YUN 


Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 


— bm Nw DOW 
BON RN ASCSNanw 


NWP 
YRPRSNYNNNNSVyvwn 


CONN Rew YT mY OW BR OA = 
SMO UMWWARKOCOON KH UDA 


4 
9 
0 
0 
5 
5 
3 
9 
ov 
4 
0 
8 
6 
i 
i 
8 
7 
2 


SCNNON OC WWYVWwWsA~AN 
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Additions, alterations, and repairs........ 


Al 


See footnotes at end of table. 








tL] 
t 3 
+ 6 
- 4 
-10 
+10 


+42 


+19 
+16 
-15 
2 
+2 
+4 
+103 
+0 
+6 


+67 
+3 
+2 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region'-- Continued 























Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 
T f buildi 1956 1957 First 7 months change, 
_< aa” me 7 
cons months 
July May June July 1956 1957 1956-57 
All building construction? .................00 395. 1 .e , . . 
New dwelling Ui re 200. 4 .2 3 ; ~§ 4 
New nonresidential building.................... 140.7 ‘a =. -8 3 -6 
Commercial buildings * ic Taare 52.0 Es 7 3 7 +3 
Amusement buildings®.. 1.5 9 9 3 0 a 
Commercial garages............cs:sssser 4 9 6 .0 b2 -0 
Gasoline and service stations........ 4.7 .5 .l .4 .5 .9 
ROO DARED oii bcsincevesesiqnees -cnicnns 20. 5 wi .4 .8 .4 3 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs... 24.2 8 7 8 6 7 
Community buildings ®.............cccc08 se 49.2 .4 Ly .0 .8 3 
Educational buildings. .................000 25.1 .2 a 9 .6 1 
Institutional buildings®..................... 12.4 a 5 0 .8 0 
Religious buildings .................:::0:0+ 11.7 vs aes .0 LZ ba 
Garages, private residential................ 1.5 .8 .6 9 -4 3 
Industrial buildings?..............0:.cseseeees 17.4 .9 .9 x 5 a 
Public utilities buildings®................... 14.8 1 3 9 .8 1 
All other nonresidential buildings*.... 5.8 .8 -4 a 3 8 
Additions, alterations, and repairs. ........ 50.2 .6 .4 2 .3 6 
West 
All building construction? .................... .3 422.7 386. 2 382. 9 4 .2 -7 
New dwelling units? .0 225.2 200. 3 181.3 ii .3 -10 
New nonresidential building.................. 5 149. 4 137.4 156.4 -6 .3 ang 
Commercial buildings *..............c000000 4 47.0 37.8 49.0 C7 La = 3 
Amusement buildings®.. je .7 2.7 4.1 2.8 a) 2 +13 
Commercial garages.............sssse0 .6 oe 1.8 1.0 co cs +35 
Gasoline and service stations...... .4 2.7 2.2 2.3 9 7s 
Olfice building ets isiss:.......cscsseseceseore .8 43.7 12.0 22. 3 sh k2 “2 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs .8 25.0 17.8 20. 6 5 .9 <7 
Community buildings®...............:0:000 Lig 54.3 39.6 41.6 3 5 +1 
Educational buildings.................... .2 32.2 24.3 21.7 .6 .8 -4 
Institutional buildings®................... .4 15.3 9.9 13.9 .4 58.0 +44 
Religious buildings ...............:0.000 .0 6.8 5.5 7.0 is 40.8 -14 
Garages, private residential.......... 7 3.0 4 2.8 2 17.5 -9 
Industrial buildings®...............s0sese00+ 1 19.7 13.2 44.1 “2 166.5 a 
Public utilities buildings®................. a 61 10.8 4.5 .0 59.8 +46 
All other nonresidential buildings®*.. .5 17.2 35 14.4 0 120.8 +8 
Additions, alterations, and repairs...... a) 43.7 45.9 42.6 a 281.0 +4 
Source: Department of Labor. i Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 2 In 


cludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 3 Housekeeping only. 4 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
*Includes some buildings previously classified as ‘'public buildings.’’ See Note at beginning of Part C. 


Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number of Nonresidential Buildings, by Type of Building 




















Type of building 


Amusement I esis tlicmaciigsses 
Commercial garages 





OPP rrr Peer ieee 97 
Educational buildings..........:...sscsee-e-+ 451 
Garages, private residential .................. 22, 942 
Gasoline and service stations................ 863 
Industrial buildings® 0.0... 1, 364 
Institutional buildings®................ 127 
Office buildings®...........ccccsemeouee 707 
Religious buildings.................scccssesss+« 634 


Stores and other mercantile buildings .. 


Source: Department of Labor. 


a 639 
* Includes some buildings previously classified as ‘public buildings.’’ See Note at beginning of Part C. 
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Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number of New Dwelling Units, by Type of Structere, 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region ! 


(Housekeeping units only) 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) | Number of dwelling units 


Ownership and [i956 1957 | First 7 nonma _| 1956 Fist 7 months 
ea i957 [July [Jone | Joly | 1956 _195 


ITED STATES 


All new dwelling units.. : ; j -3 | 81, 765 ‘ 595, 892 502, 744 
Privately owned ‘ . 6. . ‘ 81,010 584,070 491, 156 

i } 71,909 517, 544 403, 371 

: } 3,709 27, 207 29, 192 

5-or-more family .... 35. ; . a 6 | 39, 319 58, 593 
Publicly owned 4 11,8 89 


All new dwelling units.. ; , id a } ‘ 15, 658 124, 192 92, 767 
Privately owned : ' ; , 0 | 14, 830 118, 022 89, 738 
1-family = ig : : 3 | 12, 652 103, 854 76, 589 

2-4 family ; . . ‘ - 772 5, 998 4, 758 
5-or-more family .... ‘ ; ' 2 1, 406 8,170 8, 391 
Publicly owned : , i 6 .. 828 6,170 3,029 


All new dwelling units... ; ; 256. 2 77.0 | 159, 820 123, 079 
Privately owned : : ; , -7 | 23,063 156, 634 121, 567 
21, 495 146, 853 105, 493 

5 . ; -6 | 620 5, 337 6, 957 

5-or-more family .... ; } : : > 4, 444 9, 117 
Publicly owned 3. 3. . 3, 186 1, 512 


All new dwelling units.. ' bd ; 4 4 | 22,209 | 22,848 | 157,739 | 146,813 
Privately owned . , ; . : 19,562 | 21,782 | 156,178 | 140,601 
1-family x . : , 0 | 17,251 | 18,921 | 140,922 | 121,727 

2-4 family.. . \ ; . ; 60 6, 579 6, 737 
5-or-more family .... ; ‘ . . 6 | 3 8, 677 12, 137 
Publicly owned " " . . 1,561 6,21 


All new dwelling units.. ’ \ : ; . 154, 141 149, 085 
Privately owned , ; ; ; \ 153, 236 139, 250 
1-family : 374. 8 | 125,915 | 99,562 

2-4 family ” ' , ‘ 3 | 9, 293 10, 740 
5-or-more family .... . . 5 6 , 18, 028 28, 948 
Publicly owned ; ; : id -4 | 240 905 835 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 


Chart 6. 
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Table C-5: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


(Millions of dollars) 


1956 1957 Percent 


State change, 
} june | et a ri 7 r “5? : 
i 4 


ALL STATES 
Metropolitan areas 
Nonmetropolitan areas 


DID, esisdsrcinnitarsrecrnsnerecied sien 


California 
Colorado 


onuUleco ear 


} 
omONY > 


Connecticut 

Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Florida 


m= NO > Ww Crwonn ii 
AOUONO woke | 


Illinois ... 


Indiana ... 


AYVne DA NARWN 


wovocon NOYUWw 
worvrocnv VU & BN © 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


oOoOnNnNO re 
| our eh OW eowoo”rn 


Oo kA oON Nw 
NOU © SDNwWwnNUY 
& 
oor On AAWw vo maoOOoruY 


Vind & hy © 


-1 
-5 
>) 
2 
2 


Massachuse tts 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi .. 


OMNNDW wRNRAVW A Ww &® OOO wWwwon 


Ur DON 
WAAWK. 
ON @reN 
- OOK & 
on CO & © 
UA @ 
Uwwo »& 


Montana 


New Hampshire .... 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


oOWUN 


North Carolina 
North Dakota 


VA navV”o oh Or © 
NQAYN © > Uo 


- On © we RUD N A&R Dd 
J — 
awn oO SWS Om > aK DAU 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


Voorn VN RP YUW mm BAO OO 


Oo sO >» WNAN DW SN ORY OW 
ONY hE oOorwoun 
ren OO aro e.YUO wwmWOonn 


weorUre 
ON OWA 


VAY eEe ee 
NNW UY 
An we mm & 
Owe Nw 
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Washington 
Vest Virgi nia 
Visconsin 





-— AON 
Conn 
AnNaVY 
owouw 
wrowu 
NO & OO 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, by Metropoliton-Nonmetropoliton Location and by State 






























: (Howseheeping units only) ' : 

19% ' 198” | First 6 months | Percem 

> ’ : . change 

—_ lune Pet Me Ape May lune 1ow 9 oon 

; ? , , , : ’ | _ 
ALL STATES mise | THT | Thee | O85 | Gree) 808) | See ta? | 427. aoe “a 
Metrapelti an area 7 2m 42m em «TR os ie "> “* 

Alebeme i. oe a ome i, 1% om 1, om 6 4% 6, 241 ' 

‘ ee aM | om Sy 1.402 1.2 i, a2 6. 248 1% 2 
1¥4y.... | ove | ye | re wwe we ¢ . ’ 
1950.... 1, 306 | 1,310 406 | 1,390 1,476 1,20 
1951 1, 343 | 1, 156 | 990 967 
aR i025. i, 037 1, 092 
a 1, 134 1, 032 
ae | 1,116 1, 435 
1955....... 1,374 1,192 

bid a. 387 1,020 






Source: Department of Labor. 


— Housing Starts wunowsreo ano seasonauy aovusteo) 


Thousands of Dwelling Units Thousends of Dwelling Units 





JAN. FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT. OcT. NOV. DEC. 





1950 5! $2 53 54 SS S56 JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. -OCT. NOV. DEC. 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0-57 -10-6 
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Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Velvation, in Selected Metropoliten Arees 
: : (Mellons of dollars) 
19%6 1957 Firat 6 moaths ] Percons 
; ' , , 7 change. 
Metropolitan aree lat 6 aes 
June Feb Ma Apr May June 19% 1957 | 1956-47 
. : : > > : > 
ules, Ga i; 20 ‘ 12.4 19.4 i" " %3 | +1 
Dalicmere hed ‘ ' } 14.8 14.8 " ’ iv .a 16 
theron aghow Ale 4 ) 4 41.0 ? ~ oT] 7 ‘ 
Restor Mees ~~ a ‘ 1.4 MM. 1 } 19 i” i ‘ 
felfeln N.Y ‘ ia 9 ' 14.9 M.' . a). < a).¢ 0 
Chicago, ite “4 x ‘ 104.9 t.4 é “= ¢ ; t 
levelead (Meo “°° ‘ ‘I ‘ 4 i. " 
azad 49042 4,042 
i innedeinien 9, 075 8, 675 
diet 9, 250 9, 300 
I aibeonis 9, 550 9, 475 
DE cpnictesescton 9,975 9, 950 
cece 9, 750 10, 850 10, 625 
ce caseiaseenee 10, 575 . 11,350 
od cencii 11, 325 12,300 12, 225 
ee 12,175 12, 625 | 12, 825 
Percent change, 1966 to 1987 
| 47.5] 45.5] 93.1 12.9] 44.3 


Not yet available. 


May 
| — 
Nertheast......... 24.7 
North Corral. 
youth 
ven .. 


Source: Department of Labor. 


Housing Starts 
(Regional Trends) 


NORTH CENTRAL 


es es i 
1957 


| SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 









' Composition of regions, and acaferm populatice distribution by resica, are shown below table A-2. 
(NOTE: Table B-5, New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Sturted in Selected States, is shown quarterly 
in the February, May, August, and November issues.) 
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Table B-6: New Pvvene Dwelling Units: Volume in Successive Stopes of FHA and VA Programs 








Number | (in | thousands) | of new dwelling u units in-- Percent of total 





FHA applications 


Total Excludi ng 
Capehart! 


VA 
appraisal 
requests} FHA 





: August 


September ................... 


December 


GERI ccsiccscsins vi esse vorees 


Percent change, 


1956 to 1957 .......... 


625.3 
267. 
323. 
327. 
383. 
314. 
219. 


DANK ND RK ORF OUFK OY BROWW De 


1 


5 


4 


300. 


(2 


64. 
226. 
251. 
35. 
620. 
01. 


36. 
30. 
29. 
21. 
19. 
18. 


23s 
MONA RBRUYUNWOOON OU Vw & Ww DH 


19. 
16. 
13. 
14. 
14. 


Starts under FHA mortgages private starts under 
inspection of-- insured inspection of-- 


loans 





Total Excluding 


Capuhent 1 closed 





) 486.7 
263.5 
279.9 
252.0 
276. 3 
276.7 
189. 3 


18. 6 
15. 
15. 


S NWO RH WwWwn Are Y= 


9 


136.9 


-54.5 


378.7 
235.0 
162. 6 


NOCOANNONNN REN ADA NWKYRDON 
PNARNNNSNMPONYO 
PAWN KH AWOW PK ADA 


wun 
02 
~ 


I 
Ne 
~ 
w 





Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the Federal Housing Administration (HHF A) and the Veterans 


Adininistration. 1 Excludes units under the armed services (Capehart) housing program, which are classified as public and whose inspec 
N 


tion while under construction is under the auspices of the Department of Defense. 


jot available. 


Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings of $20,000 or Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount by Type of Lender 
Total amount (in millions of dollars) recorded by-- 


First 7 mos., 1956 
First 7 mos., 1957 .... 


1956: July 

August .......... 
September........ 
October 
November 
December ....... 

: January 
February ......... 


REE .csctehaore d 


Average 
amount All 
(dollars) lenders 


16, 179 
16, 405 
18, 018 
19, 747 
22, 974 
28, 484 
27, 088 


15, 875 
14,055 


2, 374 
2,544 
2, 185 
2, 425 
2, 108 
1,951 
1,942 
1, 749 
1, 937 
2, 044 
2, 144 
2, 028 
2,211 


Savings 
and loan 
associations 


c 1 Mutual 
Insurance ommercia =e Individuals 
companies banks 


First 7 mos., 1956-57 Se 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 


(NOTE: Tables B-8 and B-9, Housing Vacancy Rates, are shoun 
quarterly in the March, June, September, and December issues.) 





Part C--Building Permits Wm 


NOTE: Beginning with this issue of Construction Review, Building Permit Activity data will no longer be shown separately for 
“public buildings.’’ For the period January 1956 through June 1957, buildings formerly included in this category have been reclassi- 
fied, according to function, into other categories (e.g., office, industrial, or institutional buildings) as noted in tables C-1, C-2, C-3, 
and C-9, with the remainder included with ‘‘other nonresidential buildings.’’ Revised statistics for periods before January 1956 are 
not available, but the effect on comparability for any one type of building would be minor for most months. 


Table C-1: Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, by Type of Building Construction 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 
Type of building 1957 


All building construction ! 
Private a 11, 033. 3 
Public 


New dwelling units ? 865.0 823.8 ; 958. 6 
Number of new dwelling units .... soni (79, 338) (75, 205) ’ (87, 382)| (582, 082) (683, 274) 


552. 2 653.8 2 580.8 | 4,663.6 4, 579. 3 

167.6 203. 2 . 195. 4 1, 431.0 1, 529. 5 

Stores and other mercantile buildings .... . 95.1 . 92. 4 619.2 704. 5 
All other commercial buildings* . 108. 1 : 103.0 811.8 825.0 
Community buildings*.... . 222.3 . 195.7 1, 682.0 1,529.0 
i ildi 124.9 . 105.6 787.3 877.0 

103. 4 . 84.2 763. 3 643.9 


188. 6 / 182. 2 1, 347.9 1, 279.9 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 7 Housekeeping only. 


3Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. * Includes some buildings previously classified as ‘‘public buildings.’’ See Note at beginning of 
Part C. 


Chort 5 


Building Permit Activity 


Millions of Dollors Millions of Dollors 
2,000 


CLASS OF CONSTRUCTION TYPE OF BUILDING 


ALL BUILOING 
7 CONSTRUCTION 





(MOUSTRIAL 
BUILDING 





ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, 
AND REPAIRS 


\ oe Ne gt ae 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region! 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 


construction anni 
way | sume | soty | 956 | t957_| tose 


UNITED STATES 





All building construction 
New dwelling units? 
New nonresidential building 


Amusement buildings* 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 


sn 
@ 


NeW Re YN RNWR ON ROK YU BD 
IRYMNUYUN DOC OTAWDWAA wm mw 


AwWwUNOAY & BWR N DWWO DY WO 


Additions, alterations, and repairs........ 


| 





All building construction? 

New dwelling units > 

New nonresidential building 
Amusement buildings *. 

Commercial garages 

Gasoline and service stations 


Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings* 


CNNWOYMWMWONAWADWWOYWW 


All other nonresidential buildings*.... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 


WAY WOUOYFWWNIADNINYW SS 


| WOUmMARmOSCOCOURDRMOUYWYW Ie 
wn 

2 

an 


9 
8 
of 
3 
2 
.v 
9 
3 
.7 
, a 
-4 
2 
w2 
6 
.8 
6 





All building construction? 
New dwelling units? 
New nonresidential building 


Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 


RSSSrnany} 


SONNONO TWBWYVWsAnN Annan 
VYUAYYOYK DY DON O&O 


Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 


N 

Aw 
N ® 
woo 


CONN SY Re Nee WOW & WA = 
SON OUOUMWW AK OCOON KF YAN = CO m= 
~DrR me Nh 


SONAR 


=~ 


Additions, alterations, and repairs........ 


See footnotes at ead of cable. 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region'-- Continued 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) 


Type of building First 7 months 
construction - 


All building construction? 
New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings * 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations........ 


Stores and other mercantile bldgs... 
Community buildings * 
Educational buildings 


Institutional buildings* 


NODA UNI BR MNN VY SH YO sm ee 
WwWDUNUKDCOCOLCOSDDOROWWODRAD 


RENO ANYVH SON he DAO 


All building construction? 
New dwelling units? 
New nonresidential building 


635. 
388. 
940. 
290. 


Amusement buildings®.................- 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 


Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 
Community buildings* 


Nw ee 
SLYRYCSONNNYS> 
vraags 
~ — 
SSRISZRASSASS . 
@evVevr@eowsvvwvnwo NN Ww Ww PO 


Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential.............. 
Industrial buildings’............. 
Public utilities buildings* 
All other nonresidential buildings*.. 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 


BNVYVYUOWRP ADDON OK © Sw 


SUNK OSNAWAA AD AYO wo 
Ne NOWWNnNVON WON CO 


aA DOOTWAAWwWYW OWOsY © 


Ps 
~ 
N 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 2 In 
cludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 3 Housekeeping only. 4 Change of less than one-half of | percent. 
‘Includes some buildings previously classified as ‘‘public buildings.’’ See Note at beginning of Part C. 


Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number of Nonresidential Buildings, by Type of Building 


Type of building 


Commercial garages 
Educational buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Gasoline and service stations 


Religious buildings 
Stores and other mercantile buildings .. 


Source: Department of Labor. * Includes some buildings previously classified as ‘tpublic buildings.'’ See Note at beginning of Part C. 
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Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number of New Dwelling Units, by Type of Structere, 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region ! 


(Housekeeping units only) 


Valuation (in millions of dollare) Number of dwelling units 
Once ship and 1956 Seer 
oe of scr a 


UNITED STATES 
All new dwelling units.. 2. , 23. , 5, 463.3 | 5 595, 892 502, 744 
Privately owned ; : s. . 5, 335.6 | ; 584,070 | 491,156 
i 4,754.1 : 517, 544 403, 371 
; 200. 0 . 27, 207 29, 192 
5-or-more family .... ; } : ‘ : ; 39, 319 58, 593 
Publicly owned 5 8 88 


All new dwelling units.. d ; s , 363. , 075. 27 : 124, 192 92, 767 
Privately owned . 71. . , 304. . 16, 541 ; 118, 022 89, 738 

, 5 ; -3 | 14,964 103, 854 76, 589 

2-4 family ; : ‘ ‘ . 915 5, 998 4, 758 
5-or-more family .... ; i : : P 662 8, 391 
Publicly owned . . . . : 735 3, 029 


All new dwelling units .. : ; 56. ‘ : 7 ' 123, 079 
Privately owned . : . . . ’ 121, 567 

: 146, 853 105, 493 

5, 337 6, 957 
4, 444 9, 117 


5-or-more family .... 3, 186 1,51 
; 512 


Publicly owned 


a= eC SS onmuon as , & Se Se oe 


All new dwelling units.. ; ; : 4 ; 21, 191 R 157, 739 146, 813 

Privately owned i , : " 356. 21,191 21,782 | 156,178 140, 601 

i | 18, 993 18, 921 140, 922 121, 727 

> bs . ° | 841 6, 579 6, 737 

5-or-more family .... ; ‘ r ; : 1, 357 » 12, 137 
Publicly owned . , . . 0 4 6,21 


All new dwelling units.. j , ‘ \ , 388. 20, 235 154, 141 149, 085 
Privately owned ; i ; : ,379.8 420,215 153, 236 139, 250 

i 16, 457 125, 915 99, 562 

. , 3 , 3 | 1,333 9, 293 10, 740 

5-or-more family .... . . st 6 . 2, 425 18, 028 28, 948 
Publicly owned , . : ® . 20 905 835 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 
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1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 


Table C-5:.Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropoliten Location and by State 
(Millions of dollars) 


PR: Hdeceitieics 


Vest Vir 
lise . 
Wyoming 


OOBID oc cccccccesesorccccccocesccseess 


Nonmetropolitan areas ...... 
Source: Department of Labor. 
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Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


State 


ALL STATES 
Metropolitan areas 
Nonmetropolitan areas 


Arizona 


California 


Connecticut 
Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Florida 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Maryland 
Massachusetts 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey, 
New Mexico 


New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


Tennessee 


Vermont 
FRED apis dektintiionnesenes = 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


Source: Department of Labor. 


June 


(Housekeeping units only) 


1957 


jee | mae | ame | may | gone | ass | i957 


81, 495 
62, 546 
18, 949 


79, 911: 
62, 069 
‘17, 842 


514, 127 
395, 154 
118, 973 


72, 758 
56, 253 
16, 505 


6, 436 
6, 248 
1, 960 
96,912 
8, 454 


8, 843 
1,519 
974 
29, 245 
9, 196 


6, 241 
7, 526 
1, 820 
90, 679 
6, 141 


8, 021 
1, 200 
i, 513 
31, 206 
7, 067 


667 
25, 505 
7,098 
2, 800 
3, 145 


775 
32, 192 
10, 597 

4, 673 
4, 707 


4, 065 
5,509 
628 
13,014 
8, 523 


19, 777 
6, 413 
1, 203 
4, 755 

662 


4, 884 
6, 189 

683 
12, 550 
12, 133 


26, 793 
8, 001 
1,670 
Ve 537 
1,012 
2, 585 1, 781 
1, 056 
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17, 813 

2, 575 


27, 596 
4, 587 
532 
21, 175 
2, 804 


2, 302 

14, 190 
1, 235 

1, 764 

421 


4, 753 
25, 085 
2, 863 
153 

10, 826 


6, 978 
1, 308 
9, 435 

416 


Percent 
change, 
lst 6 mos, 
1956 -57 
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-16 
-18 


3 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Millions of dollars) 
Metropolitan area 


Atlanta, Ga. i 
ORD. ils. in cettimerccinteriesbiiin 
Birmingham, Ala.  ...........0-.s-s0+0 
BSSteR, MRSGq . coccrcerceccecceccsesececes 
STEIN, ils: “Tl o:.pndcousercorcentiocesssiinn 
Chicago, Ll. ........0.000 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Columbus, Ohio 

Denver, Colo. 

Detroit, Mich. ............ Saat 
Indianapolis, Ind. .............0s0ee-eseees 
es CGRRAG CRIGN, « ssvrcnsisecsnaanincspets 
Miami, Fla 

Milwaukee, Wis 

New York-Northeastern New Jersey 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. .... ......0:00+ 
NI Ms os cinccsisdcessscicasngecigced 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

Be ety CRIES | sicccesmeecrminenenressene 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. 
SI: MIIIIL tna cinaicenstntoienssnesnthasinnie 
mates D.C. - sevcsectsevusiestenessnqees 


Source: Department of Labor. 
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Table C-8: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Housekeeping only) 


Cleveland, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 


New York-Northeastern New Jerse 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va 
Pestadelphid, Pa. ...........eccessasorsseseses 
RNIN, MAMIE i cichicesivtssitonse 
Rochester, N.Y. ...csccecessesess 

Salt Lake City, Utah see 
San Diego, Calif. .........sccscssrssccssssees 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. ..... 
Is I 
Washington, D.C. ........ssssssssssseeesenes 


Source: Department of Labor. 
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Table C-9: Building Permit Activity: Valuation in Selected Metropolitan Areas 
by Type of Building Construction 


June 1957 (Thousands of dollars) 


Type of building Atlanta, | Baltimore,|Birmingham, | Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland, |Columbus, 
construction Ga. Md. > i N. Y. Ill. Ohio Ohio 


All building construction ! ‘ ; ; , 11, 441 
New dwelling units 2 , ; 7, 657 
New nonresidential building 5 " i 2, 667 
Commercial buildings*. : 1, 214 
Amusement buildings*. 154 
Commercial garages 46 
Gasoline and service stations 147 

172 

695 

100 

Educational buildings ‘ 100 
Institutional buildings* 0 
ee buildings 0 

; : ; 224 

160 

Public utilities buildings®.. is 8 
All other nonresidential building s*.. 962 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 1,057 


; on 
a aoe York- Norfolk- 
— pee Angele es, Northeastern at. 
° New Jersey 


All building construction ! 13, 213 64, 294 , . 106, 832 19, 310 
New dwelling units 2 7,987 | 33,554 ’ , 65, 394 3, 199 
New nonresidential building 2, 766 24, 584 ) 28, 900 15, 081 
Commercial buildings *...................... ; 764 3, 802 ‘ 12, 783 442 
Amusement buildings * 308 0 333 
Commercial garages 5 1, 044 
Gasoline and service stations 453 840 
Office buildings* ‘ 361 ’ 7,139 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs... 2, 676 3, 426 
1, 826 ’ ’ 7,294 
Educational buildings. .................... 1, 115 2, 858 
Institutional buildings * 81 ’ 2, 069 
Religious buildings 630 2, 367 
Garages, private residential 2, 777 , 1, 206 
Industrial buildings * 10, 160 ’ 4,677 
Public utilities buildings”.................. 5, 680 806 
All other nonresidential buildings” 215 339 . 2, 135 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 6, 157 . ’ 12, 348 


Philadel-| Phoenix, . i oo Seattle, 
phia, Pa. Ariz. . ¥. Calif. Calif r Wash. 


All building construction ! 13, 692 33, 476 13, 810 34, 599 
New dwelling units 2 3, 449 17, 942 8, 235 16, 278 
New nonresidential building 9, 490 10, 204 3, 854 8, 219 
Commercial buildings * 347 3, 341 
Amusement buildings *.................0... 377 
Commercial garages 747 
Gasoline and service stations 124 
1, 328 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 765 
Community buildings* 652 
Educational buildings é 447 
Institutional building s* 5 
Religious buildings 199 
Garages, private residential 159 
Industrial buildings * é 887 
Public utilities buildings*. 3, 581 
All other nonresidential building s* 1, 584 1, 106 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 1, 676 10, 002 





Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown papaneatly. 2 Housekeeping 
only. * Includes some buildings previously classified as ‘‘public buildings.’’ See Note at beginning of Part C 





Part D-Contracts 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, by Ownership and Type of Construction! 


Value (in millions of dollars) 
Ownership and ‘ change 
type of sammeniies 1956 1957 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 


FEDERALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings. 
Educational. 
Hospital and institutional.............. 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Airfield buildings. 
Troop housing. 


NMON © AW Ww ww 


Airfields 

Conservation and development. 
Highways 

Electric power 

All other federally owned 


SCAKNOWWAWHwuovww wo 


WOWYN BR ANNWAANN CO NNWONYUON KF OWRON VV = 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
AE sia tarnitsccrsocceentsinaes tenes 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings ..... 


— 
= 


Public service enterprises 
Electric power 


wNYNNO & DBO AAO © SaRUNNNOOC KR ADWN SY 


—VUNN WARN AN BRO — wm 


Conservation and development 
All other State and locally owned..... 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 Includes major force-account projects started, principally by TVA and State highway de- 
partments. Percent increase exceeds 300. 3 Less than $50,000. 


NY CO AAN BW UW ORK RK Nw po SOWHADW KH AVY Ww hw Ww 
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~ $3 
>» 0 


s, 
] 
7 
7 
4 
4 
7 
7 
2 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
4 
2 
Ts 
lk- 
uth, 
) 
9 
1 
2 
0 
0 
4 
2 
6 
9 
3 
9 
7 
9 
8 
0 
4 
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Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, by Ownership, Source of Funds, and Type of Facility! 


Value (in millions of dollars) 
en Cs a 
and type of facility 1956 1957 First 7 months 
Fra os Tos oat et 


ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 305. 3 | 313.5 


s 


FEDERALLY OWNED 


STATE OWNED 
Federally aided projects: 


111.2} 117.3 
Independent State projects: 
Total value 
Toll facilities 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 includes force-account work started on Federal and State projects. ? By municipalities 
and counties. 
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rT Contracts Awarded on Public 
Construction 


Millions of Dollars 


OWNERSHIP 


st, FEDERAL 
, e' \ 
ot" eccced ° ee,ge0” 


oe 


00? * e500! 
teeeet® 





FMAMJJsASONOJFMAMJIJ AS OND 
1956 1957 
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Percent change, 

first 8 months, 
——r 1956-57 
1957 vee 
22, 677 


Building construction 
Residential 
Nonresidential 


Engineering 
Public works 
NN ck pa citncese  caliin de ha kisssetencncpsaindcpbshcuees sanscancelnOee 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data published by the F. W. Dodge Corporation. 


Table D-4: Value of Construction Contract Awards Reported by the Engineering News-Record 





Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


Ownership and 12 months ending-- 


: 12 months ending 
type of construction 


in Sept., 


Privately owned 
Publicly owned 


Private industrial buildings 
Buildings, except private industrial 
Highways and bridges 

Sewer systems 

Water systems 

Unclassified and all other 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data published by the Engineering News-Record. Data include only those 
projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes; Water supply, earthwork, and water ways--$44,000; other public 
works--$73,000; industrial buildings--$93,000; other building s--$344,000. 1 Four weeks. 





Part E--Costs 


Table E-1: Construction Cost Indexes 


Indexes (1947-49 = 100) 
Compiler and coverage 


American Appraisal Company 

Associated General Contractors 

E. H. Boeckh and Associates (20 city average): 
Residences 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings 
Commercial and factory buildings 

Engineering News-Record 
Building 
Construction 


Department of Commerce composite 


Source: Department of Commerce. 1 A composite of cost indexes representative of the major types of construction, weighted by the current 
relative importance of each type. 


Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Building Materials, by Selected Classes 


Indexes (1947-49 = 100) Percent , 
Commodity oo pees qactaee pect SH ES “a 


6 


ALL BUILDING MATERIALS | ; : , ‘ ; ; 131.5 (2) 


LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS: 
127.1 
128.9 
119.1 
137.5 
126.6 
129.5 
99.2 
95.4 
105. 4 


Southern pine 
Other softwoods 


NN eRe DwuVond 


oth 
8 
om 
.0 
3 
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be 
4 
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‘oO 
oe 


PAINT AND PAINT MATERIALS: 


‘ 119.1 
Paint materials ; 99, , . P ‘ ; Z 98.3 


METAL PRODUCTS: 

Structural shapes 

Hardware, finish 

Plumbing equipment 
Enameled iron fixtures 
Vitreous china fixtures 
Brass fittings 

Heating equipment 


++ 
N @ 


170. 5 
150. 2 
134.1 
125.3 
124.2 
143.0 
119.1 
126. 6 
108. 3 
147.5 


Water heaters 


—-ONAYVNN AN & 
DweNInNIN DO ww 
aa AM YUN NY ON 


m ww BON Sew 
mWMDON NW ew & 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS: 
Glass, plate 145.7 

i 145.9 
130.7 
139.8 
123.4 
150. 1 
127.1 
117.5 
100. 9 


Concrete ingredients ............. os 
Portland cement 

Concrete products 

Structural clay products 


++ ++ 


Asphalt roofing ........... 
Insulation materials 


= Ne SOON 
— ARK OANN ON 


—_ Ore ON NN ON 
-— Oem RK SIN DON 


“Ore OfFNnNvwn 
NNOWNYS OO 


++ 


138. I 
Kitchen cabinets, metal E ‘i 4 , ; ; Bi ‘ 136.5 


+ 
ew 


Source: Department of Labor. Includes items not shown separately. 2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Building Materials 
LUMBER 


Commodity 1956 
jy 
Douglas fir: 


Dimension, construction, 25% Standard green, S4S, 2’’x 4”, R.L., mixed c/1, 
f.o.b. mill : 

Boards, construction, 25% Standard green, S4S, R.L., 1’’x 8’, loose, mixed c/1 rate haneoiiie 
of boards and dimension, f.o.b. mill . ft. 56. 481 57. 902 

Timbers, construction, 8’’x 8’’ to 12’’x 12’’, R.L., green f.o.b. mill 73. 430 73.976 
Southern pine: 

Dimension , No. 2 and becter, 2’’x4’’x16’, dry, S.L., S4S, f.o.b. mill . ft. 85. 520 85. 152 

Boards, No. 2 and better, 1’’x6’’, dry, R.L., S4S, f.0.b. mill a 77.272 77. 183 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. 3 common, 1’’x8’’, R.L., S2 or 4S, c/l , 

or mixed cars, f.o.b. mill . ft. 72. 370 74. 120 
Oak, red, flooring, plain, 25/32’’ thick, 2-1/4’’ face, select, f.o.b. mill . ft. 168.456 | 170.759 
Maple flooring, 2d grade , 25/32’’ x2-1/4’’ face, f.o.b. mill Lf 216.690 | 214.799 
Poplar, plain, No. 2B common, 4/4’’, R.W., f.0.b. mill .< 60. 000 60.000 
Beech, No. 2 common, 4/4’’, R.W. & L., f.o.b. mill . ft. 56.000 56. 000 

MI LLWORK 
Door, flush type, interior, hardwood face, premium grade, 2’ 6’’x 6’ 8’’x 1-3/8’’, 

f.o.b. factory, carlot freight allowed, zone 1 . 960 . 009 
Door frame, ponderosa pine, exterior, 1-5/16’’ x2’’ casing, with sill, f.0.b. factory - 394 
Window, ponderosa pine, 2-light, check rail, open, f.0.b. factory . 679 

PLY®#OOD 
Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, 1/4’'x48’’x96"’, f.0.b. mill » PR. - 44h 
Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, 5/16” x48’’x96"’, f.0.b. mill . ft. . 232 
BOARD 
Insulation, fiber, 1/2’’x48’’x96’’, interior, f.0.b. plant, freight equalized —.........ss-see M sq. ft. fh . 000 


PREPARED PAIN1 
Emulsion, water-thinned, inside, delivered 
Varnish, floor, first grade, delivered 
Enamel, white, gloss, first grade, delivered 
Inside, flat, white, first grade, delivered 
Outside, white, first grade, delivered 


METAL PRODUCTS 
Structural shapes, carbon steel, 6’’x4’’x1/2’’ angles, 30’ long, ASTM spec. A-7, 

base quantity, f.o.b. mill ‘ 942 5. 667 867 
Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, 3/4’’ rounds x 30’ long with 10% shorts, 

spec. ASTM A-15, 50T, base quantity, f.o.b. mill 6. 210 5. 860 313 
Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, 24 gage x 30’’ wide x 96’’ long, commercial 

coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, f.o.b. mill 0 Ib. 8. 220 7.990 770 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 1-1/4’’ 

nominal, random lengths, wt. 228 lbs., f.o.b. mill ; 19. 814 18. 894 997 
Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

1-1/4’? nominal, random lengths, wt, 228 lbs., f.o.b. mill . 23. 264 22. 344 . 137 
Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8-penny, common, c/I, £.0.b. mill ¥ 9. 828 9. 365 . 595 
Soil pipe, cast iron, 2’’ to 6’’, single and double hub, service pipe, extra heavy, 

f.o.b. foundry, index number (1947-49 = 100) (115.1) | (115.1) ] (106.0) 
Aluminum sheets, 3003-H14, hard alloy, mill finish, 0. 64’’ x48’’x144’’, 30,000 Ibs. 

or over, f.0.b. shipping point, freight allowed ............ssssssssenssesssesensnssesneansnegeenrenseesoeess $0. 427 $0. 427 $0. 408 
Copper water tubing, type L, 3/4”’ size, 0.045’’ thick, 2,000 ft. or more in 60’ 

coils (0. 455 lbs. per linear ft.), f.o.b. mill, freight allowed . 274 . 287 . 316 
Wire, building, type R, size 12, single braid, f.o.b. destination, or freight prepaid 

on specified amounts 
Screening, insect, bronze wire, 18x14 mesh, 30’’ wide, c/l, f.o.b. factory 


PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 
Bath tub, enameled iron, 5’, recessed, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 
Lavatory, enameled iron, 20’’x18"’, f.o.b. plant, freight allowed 
Water closet, vitreous china, close coupled, reverse trap, f.o.b. plant, freight 


Sink, enameled steel, 32’’x21’’ , flat rim, 2-compartment, acid resisting, 
without drainboard, f.o.b. plant, freight allowed 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Building Material s--Continued 
Commodity 


HEATING EQUIPMENT 
Boiler, heating, steel, oil fired, steam rating 400 sq. ft., less burner, 
with jacket and standard trim, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 
Convector, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating 43 sq. ft., E.D.R., 
f.o.b. factory, freight allowance 
Furnace, warm air: 
Steel, oil fired, forced air, gun-type burner, average bonnet output 
90,000-115, 000 BTU per hr., f.0.b. factory, freight allowance 5 2 242. 671 
Steel, gas fired, standard automatic controls, average input rating 
85, 000-110, 000 BTU per hr., enclosing jacket, f.o.b. factory, 
Soclight GIRORG OO seesespitie coseitincnsacnseninncntsirithicaiettttaiaiaiinistiliguinicniesldecsiabaaiilabanpaiiiiies n , ; 165. 998 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, floor grill, average input rating 40, 000-60,000 BTU 
per he., mantnl controle, f.0.5. factery ...ccceccescsscrsccinsesenecinsotesecacecsiniansnnnsectabiecsceesisiainnia = ’ . 287 57. 217 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft (gun-type) 2-1/2 gal. per hr., 
thermostat, limit and stack controls, f.0.b. factOry ...........0ses-sseseseseeesnseresesessensesoreserenes es s - 100. 961 
Water heater, gas, automatic, 30-gal. storage tank, galvanized steel, 
l-year guarantee, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed ; L 41.640 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL, PRODUCTS 
Sand, construction, f.o.b. plant a 4 1. 225 
Gravel, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant : ; 1. 510 
Crushed stone, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant , . 1.610 
Block, concrete, lightweight aggregate, 8’’x8’’x16"’ , f.o.b. plant : ; - 181 
Pipe, concrete, culvert, reinforced, 24’’ diameter, ASTM spec. C76-41 table 1, 

3’’ wall thickness, 3’-8’ lengths, delivered } ‘ 3.981 
Brick, building, f.o.b.. plant . , 30. 946 
Brick, face, red, first quality, textured, f.o.b. plant . . 39. 998 
Tile, clay, partition, scored, 4’’x12’’x12’’, 3-cell, 16 lbs., f.o.b. plant b t 134. 556 
Sewer pipe, vitrified clay, 8’ diameter, 3’ lengths, standard strength, f.o.b. plant . * - 520 
Lath, gypsum, 3/8’’ x16’’ x48”’, f.0.b. plant, freight equalized » fe , e 24. 990 
Wallboard, gypsum, 3/8’’ x48’’ , varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized . ft. ; . 32. 830 
Plaster, gypsum, base coat, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 7 3 15. 928 
Shingles, asphalt, strip, 210 lbs., f.o.b. factory, freight allowance ‘ i 5. 897 
Lime, hydrated, building, finishing, f.o.b. plant , Y 20. 306 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized ; 10. 996 


Source: Department of Labor. 


(NOTE: Tables E-4 and E-5, Union Wage Scales in the Building Trades, are 
shown quarterly in the February, May, August, and November issues.) 





Part F--Materials Output 





Chart 8. Indexes of Materials Output 


Selected Groups of Construction Materials 
index (1947-49=100) index (1947-49=100) 


(<_] suty 1956 
ERE vuty 1957 





LUMBER MILLWORK PAINT PORTLAND SSPHALT HEATING IRON AND CLAY 
AND WOOD VARNISH AND CEMENT PRODUCTS AND PLUMBING STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
PRODUCTS LACQUER EQUIPMENT PRODUCTS PROOUCTS 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-I0-H 





Table F-1: Construction Materials: Indexes of Output 


(Monthly average 1947-49= 100) 
Monthly Indexes 





Materials group 1956 
Aug. | Sept. | Oct. 


Lumber ce wood cabiaite tai i 9. 143.1 | 123.6 | 138.4 ¥ 103.1] 113.8 | 106.1 
Millwork . 159.5 | 136.8 | 145.9 5 96.0 | 107.4 | 116.1 
Paint, varnish, & lacquer ; 129.8 | 113.6 | 125.5 \ 91.3] 112.6 | 127.4 
Portland cement . 179.8 | 171.3 | 173.8 \ 146.1] 115.6 | 106.6 
Asphale products... . 1 | 127.6 | 118.0 | 128.9 . 53-1] 86.8] 91.9 

Heating and plumbing 
equipment ; 156.5 | 158.0 | 158.6 ‘ 89.1 | 103.0 | 101.2 
Iron and steel products - 1 | 140.2 | 138.2 | 159.2 -5 | 145.1 | 142.6 | 135.2 
174.0 | 155.5 | 169.3 ; 133.4 | 119.7 | 108. 3 


Quarterly Indexes 











Second quarter | Third quarter Fourth quarter First quarter | Second quarter 


Gypsum products . . 157.3 
Plumbing fixtures...... . 116.8 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce. from data reported by various Government agencies and 7 private firms 
shown in notes to tables following in Part F. 1 Estimated. See table F-6, footnote 2. * Revised data for 1954 through 1956, 
together with a change in the reporting sample in June and July 1957 to make 1957 data comparable with those of the preceding 3 years, have 
necessitated recomputation of the output indexes for clay construction products. Revised figures for 1954 through 1956 are: 





Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
104.8 104.6 124.6 129.3 126.1 135.5 130.3 138.6 140.4 136.8 137.3 
128.0 122.5 149. 2 142.5 152.8 164.8 151.6 168.2 169.6 165.9 163.9 
153.0 145.0 164.5 154.7 164.5 165.4 163.5 174.0 155.5 169.3 153.8 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Chart 9. Lumber and Wood Products 


od ion 
Index (1947-49=100) Index of Productio Index (1947-49=100) 
200 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D 57-10-1 


Table F-2: Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Douglas fir Insulati 
Softwood lumber Hardwood flooring plywood aniné | Hardboard 


(Million board feet) (Thousand board feet) (Million beste (Tons) 


square feet) (Tons) 


Shipments |Stocks*| Production | Shipments | Stocks* 


812, 365 789, 437 | 44, 455 d 294, 214 
1,145,118 | 1,139,091 | 68, 425 464, 868 
1, 268, 104 | 1, 258,914 | 70,045 517, 834 
1, 166, 446 | 1,117, 010 |114, 074 551, 118 © 
12 months ending: 
April 1957 1,095, 468 | 1,055, 830 539, 727 
1, 073, 637 | 1,039, 536 544, 100 
June 1957 1, 050, 804 | 1,019, 365 551, 818 
July 1957 1, 036, 430 | 1,006, 296 560, 141 


91,105 90,591 | 87,593 44,078 
106, 847 102, 807 | 93,916 47, 548 
September ..............+. 91, 030 88, 493 | 95, 235 44,179 
October 104, 175 96, 829 |102, 681 46, 476 
November 90, 162 83, 951 |108, 792 44, 824 
December 74, 585 69, 278 |114, 074 40, 173 
: January... 91, 310 82, 340 |123, 194 44, 006 
February ...........0000+ 78, 167 72, 782 |128, 579 41, 468 
76, 311 80, 821 |120, 826 45,758 
81, 930 85, 457 |115, 712 45, 429 
87, 060 87, 813 |113, 114 53, 558 
78, 122 78, 203 |112, 084 54, 321 
76, 731 77, 522 |110, 120 52, 401 

Percent ch 


July, 1956-57 - 8 -3 +11 +26 +16 
First 7 mos., 1956-57 -8 -7 -- - +5 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the National Lumber Manufacturers Association, 
the Douglas Fir Plywood Association, and the Bureau of the Census. * As of end of period. 
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Chart 10. Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


Index of Production for Trade Sales 
Index (1947-49100 Index (1947-49=100) 


200 


12- MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 








SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-J 


Table F-3: Millwork Products, and Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer: Production 








Production Production for trade sales 
‘ (Thousands of units) (Thousands of gallons) 


Period Ponderosa Hardwood Exterior 
: Sash 
pine doors doors frames 





Paint, varnish, & lacquer 


1947-49 average 3, 780 3,172 11, 246 4, 152 266, 701 
Year: 2, 285 5, 940 11,054 5,791 284, 458 
2, 253 6, 786 12, 733 7, 259 312, 416 
2, 035 6, 404 10, 551 5, 679 312, 543 

12 months ending: 
April 1957 1, 994 5, 932 10, 035 5,377 315, 549 
1, 982 5,755 9, 897 5, 391 316, 388 
1, 983 5, 728 9, 969 5, 430 317,712 
July 1957 2,012 5, 708 10, 042 5,377 320, 189 


127 445 758 465 26, 105 

203 559 1, 222 685 28, 855 

Septemper 170 529 1,018 479 25, 259 
192 558 1, 103 508 27, 903 

November 161 513 799 352 24, 407 
137 410 616 245 20, 282 

NNR iss tinsexeninsiavesDonitacnien etschiianlergioitine ; 151 431 723 337 25,028 
170 481 668 350 28, 314 

163 448 666 388 24, 900 

180 452 705 464 28, 108 

164 395 775 549 29, 577 

165 507 916 608 28, 974 

425 831 412 28, 582 


ish me Percent change ee rh meas Cohes § 
July, 1956-57 -4 +10 “11 +9 
First 7 mos., 1956-57 -18 ~§ =— +4 
Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the National Wood Work Manufacturers Association 
(whose data on ponderosa pine and hardwood doors, sash and exterior frames are only from member firms, and are mot adjusted to 
represent full coverage), and the Bureau of the Census. 
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Chart 11, Gypsum Products 


Index of Shipments 
index (1947-49 =100) index (1947-49100) 








| 2p S49 3S 47 . we eee @ 


-. ea 2 
1949 1950 1951 1953 1956 1957 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-P 
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Pro- Shipments Shipments 
duction (Thousands of squares) (Million square feet) 
(Thousands of barrels) Asphalt Asphalt 
insulated and tar 
brick saturated 
siding felts 


Asphalt 
prepared 


Portland cement rooting 


1947-49 average 200, 607 | 199, 306 11,922} 61,252 
271,277 | 274,096 16,731 | 59, 132 
296,829 | 296, 275 17,536 | 62,582 
316,465 | 311,571 22,412} 59, 265 
12 months ending: 
April 1957 309, 683 | 303,576 57, 173 
May 1957 307,562 | 300,692 55, 672 
1 305,253 | 298, 154 54, 473 
July 1957 296,042 | 292, 383 54, 106 


29, 498 31, 598 5, 800 
30, 055 33,607 6, 166 
28, 643 30, 175 5, 724 
29, 051 31, 587 6, 161 
25, 874 22, 906 4,011 
24, 429 17, 990 2, 227 
19, 320 11,927 3, 895 
17, 827 15,274 4, 142 
22, 642 20, 757 
23, 967 23, 351 
27, 485 29, 203 
26, 462 29, 758 
20, 287 25, 827 


July, 1956-57 
First 7 mos., 1956-57 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Department of Interior (Bureau of Mines),,and 
the Bureau of the Census. * As of end of period. 1 Data reported on quarterly basis. 2 Second quarter, 1956-57. 3 First 
6 months, 1956-57. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table F-5: Portland Cement: Destination of Shipments, by State 


(Thousands of barrels) 


1957 Calendar year 12 months ending-- 
Apr. May June 


Alabama 459 3, 949 4, 935 4, 893 4, 907 4,919 
Arizona 231 2, 337 2, 621 2,682 | - 2,676 2, 641 

116 2, 519 1,841 1, 732 1,690 1, 660 
California 2, 891 31, 553 35, 854 34, 565 34, 244 33, 938 
Colorado 235 3,486 | 3,703 | 3,628 3,598 3, 650 


Connecticut 492 3, 380 4, 325 4, 689 4, 820 4, 985 
90 1,097 1, 086 1,041 1, 039 1,010 

District of Columbia.... 129 1, 395 1, 327 1, 353 1, 294 1, 256 
Florida 980 8, 997 9, 499 10, 094 10, 277 10, 340 
458 5, 198 5, 381 5,172 5, 225 5, 262 


96 923 1,074 1,047 1,019 988 

Illinois 1, 106 14, 670 16, 719 15, 764 15, 534 15, 468 
Indiana 489 8, 073 9, 181 8, 495 Vs 986 75 570 
500 5, 883 6, 774 6, 362 6, 063 5, 877 

Kansas 378 7, 248 6, 963 6, 126 5, 748 5, 507 


Kentucky 236 3, 636 3, 509 3, 316 3,317 3, 285 
Louisiana 681 7, 347 8, 303 8, 219 8, 123 7, 987 

54 961 978 986 958 937 
Maryland 427 4, 882 5, 764 5, 607 5,520 5, 462 
Massachusetts 439 5, 239 5, 848 5, 849 5, 710 5, 601 


Michigan nie 978 13, 991 16, 215 15, 427 15, 383 15, 125 
Minnesota a 388 5, 838 5,515 5,122 5, 080 5, 101 
Mississippi 172 1,972 1,977 1, 959 1, 936 1, 950 
Missouri 501 7, 824 7, 646 7, 133 6, 962 6, 907 
Montana 125 951 1, 405 1, 441 1, 434 1, 423 


Nebraska 218 3, 485 3, 352 3, 138 2, 955 2 793 

62 737 616 580 578 566 
New Hampshire 55 1, 147 926 939 847 764 
New Jersey 660 9, 337 9, 428 9, 289 9, 180 9, 062 
New Mexico 199 1, 996 2, 086 2, 117 2, 095 2, 103 


1, 603 19, 399 20, 400 20, 639 20, 802 20, 805 
North Carolina 406 4,414 4, 384 4, 433 4, 486 4, 499 
North Dakota 67 1, 150 1, 294 1, 182 1, 137 1,172 
Ohio 1,115 17, 320 17, 554 17, 085 17, 290 17, 294 
Oklahoma 312 4, 785 4, 815 4, 581 4, 501 4, 558 


221 2, 398 2, 565 2, 575 2, 537 2, 533 
Pennsylvania 1,051 16, 077 15, 445 15, 488 15,517 15, 344 
Rhode Island 60 822 819 805 776 787 
South Carolina 173 2, 461 2, 359 2, 238 2, 196 2, 163 
South Dakota ‘B1 1, 221 1,374 1,374 1, 361 1, 302 


387 5, 088 4, 843 4,629 4, 589 4, 601 

1, 470 20, 781 20, 953 20, 027 19, 717 19, 531 
163 1, 835 2,010 1, 984 1, 946 
Vermont 33 294 334 355 346 
Virginia 520 4, 801 5,419 5, 475 5, 508 


Washington 456 5, 656 4,677 4,622 4, 601 
West Virginia 177 2,053 1, 937 2, 030 2,054 
Wisconsin 457 5,977 6, 768 6, 474 6, 403 
Wyoming 51 578 655 640 631 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data reported by Department of Interior (Bureau of Mines). 
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chort 12. Iron and Steel Products 


Index (1947-49=100) Index of Shipments Index (1947-49=100) 


200 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


1949 1950 1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-L 





Table F-6: Iron and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


(Thousands of tons) 


Ship- | Book- | Back- 
ments ings |log | 


Concrete} Gal- 
reinforc- | vanized 
ing bars | sheets 


Fabricated 
structural steel 


1947-49 average 
Year: 1954 


12 months ending: 
April 1957 
May 1957 


July 1957 

September 

November 

SOIR. «ccsiisace seta sine 
: January 


PORCOEEY: corn sseesmesiessecns 


PMR. cnticnevscictoccahacnsd 


July 1956-57. : ~§ +28 +83 -30 
First 7 nos., 1956-57 - - -12 ~2 +12 -22 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the American Iron and Steel Institute, the 
National Electric Manufacturers Association, the American Institute of Steel Construction, and the Bureau of the Census. ! scheduled 
for fabrication in the next 4 months. 2 July 1956 data not available separately. The figures given here for August 1956 were reported 
as July-August totals by the American Iron and Steel Institute because the steel industry was*shut down by work stoppages in effect during 

July 1956. 
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Table F-7: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments* 


Brick, common Structural Vitrified clay Hollow facing tile | Glazed & un 
Period and face clay tile sewer pipe (Million brick floor & waif ie” tile 
ete (Million brick) (Thousand tons) af Thousand tons) auieaien (Thousand square feet) 


1947-49 average ¥ . 3 104,800 | 101, 088 
Year: 1954 ; ’ 177,988 | 176, 253 
OSS assis : , 056 233,001 | 232,802 
245,996 | 227, 369 
12 months ending: 
April 1957 ; 2 221,535 | 206, 667 
215, 231 | 202, 305 
209,179 | 198, 804 
204, 575 195, 304 
20, 069 19, 439 
21, 312 20, 564 
September 18,901 17, 844 
October é 21, 431 18, 904 
November 18,943 17, 530 
December 3 16, 308 13,936 
15, 449 14, 422 
13, 726 12, 602 
14,810 15, 048 
15, 663 15, 873 
16,517 16, 485 
16, 050 16, 157 
15, 465 15,939 
Perceat ci 


July, 1956-57 -16 -14 -8 -17 “21 | =i -7 -23 -18 
First 7 mos., - -21 -21 =17 =. -19 “ao -20 -28 ~23 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. * Data revised from 


1955. See asterisk note to table F-]. 


Table F-8: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments, we Census Region! 


PRODUCTION __ SHIPMENTS 


Census region 2 
July 1957 June 1957 July 1957 June 1957? 


Brick, common and face (thousands) 
U. S. TOTAL 593. 044 577, 448 619, 303 567, 339 
New England 15, 346 17, 853 13, 707 12, 525 
II icles sccingiainsts siecsisnccenbeiten cede eoekbab raagahtucsteeeso 84, 313 96, 558 95,622 101,579 
East North Central 127, 802 128, 526 141, 329 128, 186 
IN I 5 ce ak ons a cuscdatuersens ote tee tM tcnepin ee 31, 493 30,617 31, 150 29, 753 
South Atlantic 136, 872 128, 377 139, 887 126, 972 
East South Central 64,717 57, 363 74, 241 56, 654 
West South Central 65, 562 56, 215 67,921 55, 895 
ie ascii lancguinege bebe taeanan ea esastuea Seta 27, 486 26, 188 26, 082 28, 424 
PS ch rer neciiatiate ee ker uck scan ces Selb atracthiiatemes d eanneaicnel 39, 453 35, 751 29, 364 27, 351 


Structural clay tile (tons) 


NED IRE LOO TOOL Se PNA MOOT 
ee I 2 cnastanselvuncten iessateamntccbecTactine’ 
SN I oo os aoucod un eaeoeiibiaiina thecbe sb ence anninee 
re ac ccah hed eevee ipbaeitama bree 
a na a aes suis ehhnmileibep bane kehamemapigvinelentn Sesion 
ee CE SE sh a cage vigstaintacepennitansigumesniinnbenis msenge 
Mountain & Pacific 


sewer a 


a hai veiccdvashts Soares siaiiinstnduvedeindlon Soeabse ikandemveses wcsbepaindala 153, 639 149, 829 ¥ 151,929 
Middle Atlantic...... as A 5 Sos aitiasiniehescasibtiniiealiiaks ag dct eatanctaees 16, 385 14, 454 13, 254 
Be I i. io soicesostgsictakes Cockers i imcnascnoabt eccpnia ch nce 58, 727 57, 513 61, 264 
ae I I csi lain aces tanie cis ese cEpclacintese tn becbnabssoteaeedll 18, 567 14, 472 17,007 
South Atlantic... ss ebipn etna eeac te pto edd sae stains tated 9, 227 15, 315 14, 684 
E. & W. South Central .. scdetiptbclidhanens ivasesepneisheca asada 22, 737 18, 345 16, 344 
Mountain sis ahacscek lip muck cecocharereseotns ne tmantoomrecaaases 4, 338 4, 038 3, 936 
Pacific .. Sicioci Aveeno 23,658 25, 692 25, 440 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (:3DSA) from data paperens | by the Bureau of the Census. 1 Composition of 
regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 2 Revised. NOTE: Changes in the reporting sample 
used by the Rureau of the Census in arriving at national estimates make geographic data for the months prior to June 1957 not comparable with 
subse quent figures. Cumulative data and comparisons with the same month a yea ago, as presented in previous issues of Construction Review, 
will not become available until late in 1958. 
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Chort 13. Clay Construction Products 


index (1947-49100) Index of Production Index (1947-49=100) 


200 200 


NI 
Path 


1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.57-10-Q 


Table F-9: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


Gas C. I. convectors Warm air Floor and Residential 
water heaters and radiators furnaces wall furnaces 
(Thousands of units) | (Thousand square feet)| (Thousands of units) | (Thousands of units) oo 


Stipness | Socks" Sipnents | Socks Shpernts | Secs’ Shipemes | Serbs! Shipments 


50, 980 
28, 941 
28,518 
27, 259 


26, 338 
26, 268 
26, 175 
25, 985 


1,959 
2, 996 
September 3,089 
3,719 
November 2, 589 
December 1, 756 
1,712 
1, 797 
1, 803 
1, 723 
1, 507 
1, 525 
1, 769 


July, 1956-57 “17 | -10 
First 7 mos., 1956- -10 -10 


Scarce: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. * As of end of period. 
' sold separately. 


NOTE: Table F-10, Imports and Exports of Selected Construction Materials is shown 
quarterly in the February, May, August, and November issues.) 





Part G--Employment 


Table G-1: Contract Construction: Employment by Type of Contractor 


Building contractors 
pecial oie contractors 


238. 2 124.9 
a ; ’ 241. 123.4 | 122. 
1950 : ; : ; 263. 130.8 | 123. 
1951 y 286. 155.7 | 140. 
1952...... 287. 156.5 | 155. 
1953 288. 148.1 | 159. 
1954...... 295. 143.8 164. 
1955 317. 162.3 | 168. 
1956 334. 179.5 | 198. 
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346. 
351. 
355. 
355. 
351. 
345. 
335. 
331. 
331. 
334. 
333. 


202. 
217. 
214. 
293. 
192. 
176. 
151. 
148. 
159. 
176. 
190. 


205. 
213. 
221. 
226. 
226. 
228. 
223. 
221. 
219. 
218. 
223. 
342. 295. 237. 
330. 224. 245. 
(1) (1) i (1) 


: July... 
Aug....... 
Sept. 
Oct...... 
Nov. 
Dec.... 
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Feb. .. 
Mar... 
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June .... 
July...... 
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Percent change 





June-July, 195 
July 1956-57 ... 








Source: Department of Labor. *Percent change: July-Aug. 1957, +0.6; Aug. 1956-57, -1.8. 1 Not yet available. 
less than one-tenth of 1 percent. 


Table G-2: Contract Construction: Number of Employees and Indexes of Employment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


Feb. Mar. Apr. May June | Joly | Aug. | Sere. Oct. 
nee EE 


NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES (in thousands, seasonally adjusted) 


2,065 | 2,105 | 2,136 | 2,184 | 2,199 | 2,212 | 2,220 | 2,229 
2,146 | 2,128 | 2,124 | 2,130 | 2,157 | 2,176 | 2,197 | 2,192 
2,105 | 2,173 | 2,236 | 2,337 | 2,405 | 2,451 | 2,473 | 2,502 
2,569 | 2,593 | 2,596 | 2,613 | 2,633 | 2,641 | 2,630 | 2,653 
2,588 | 2,586 | 2,597 | 2,645 | 2,658 | 2,672 | 2,682 | 2,648 
2,653 | 2,638 | 2,613 | 2,598 | 2,588 | 2,596 | 2,612 | 2,632 
2,600 | 2,614 | 2,603 | 2,599 | 2,591 | 2,594 | 2,586 | 2,584 
2,703 | 2,759 | 2,813 | 2,823 | 2,829 | 2,813 | 2,810 | 2,777 
2,834 | 2,902 | 2,985 | 3,113 | 3,043 | 3,083 | 3,080 | 3,080 
3,062 | 3,059 | 3,097 | 3,108 | 3,065 | 3,027 
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INDEXES (1947-49=100) OF EMPLOYMENT (seasonally adjusted) 


2=z2 iaat=a = 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Indexes for months before January 1953 are based on seasonally adjusted employment data derived by - 
the Federal Reserve Board. 
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January 1955. 
request. 
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Table G-3: Controct Construction: Employment, by State 


Number of employees (in thousands) Percent 


| Mar. | Ape. | May | June | july | July | July | July | 195657 
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ysis 


includes a small number of 
Data revised from January 1956. 


32.6 35.8 40.9 
16.9 19.5 20. 3 
16. 3 17.8 17.2 
279.1 | 291.7 
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employees in mining. 2Not available. 
NOTE: Revised statistics for months not shown here are available on 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Areas 
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Number of employees (in thousands) 


25.0 
104.8 | 111.2 
14.9 


22.0 
14.5 





22.6 
194.4 
15.0 





29.1 
.| 119, 2 
ated, 


7 
Westchester County, N. Y. .......... 


7 
2 
Parerade, Ni J. .... .o.c:.cescscssossesssseced 


TRI, DO coisa ne cssssncssnsasictcncsonien 


Nassau-Suffolk Counties, N. Y... 
PR a, Bile Wo stiphvnniesctesvtesnasennse 


Newark-Jersey City, N. J.7.......... 
Perth Amboy, N. J.2 ......sssesess 





New York-Northeastern N. Jersey.”| 2 


New Haven, eM. oie to 
DO TG EM, ca nccesctiswt ice sestnnccincesd 


New Bedford, Mass. ...................0.-004 
New Britain, Conn.?..................0000 


SO, Rin vcr snatrsciinbncterevttncaid 


Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn)............ 
I Misi iin iicte eps stiepkinceasceneel 


MO, TAGs gsc otitis 


DIAS, TI se 5.0 sov ccs etcjosesh ncssestes 
I is ath cttidecstntabiasdnchataion 


ae ee 


Lemp Angaben, GOIRE 5 csiesisin csc icscceed 
REN, Ba a fg em sie sss css se renssvicioinc 


eS RE TT 
Little Rock-N. Little Rock, Ark. ... 


Me CI OI a asec setinctevncscttncctactt 
BIEN, FIR ais osenssissncisiscncesecsssins 


FORE ROWUTNE FER. 5 vsece nce seesssse cpsnese 


a ” ey eee 
NI, CEB sinms venescseep nse cternsianvy 


RN eT 
Geek TAR, BODIE... o. scccsnncessiscscvccssnivs 
I, TF is iss sci nsdesicisch scones 


Evansville, Ind. ©. .0.......ccsssesesecsceeeseed 
PN Bi TD egies scncccrassitnnentencnonin 


Chattanooga, Ten. ..............00..:0004 
SI, TEs pctrncsicrccscecniguirscecnaccind 
Es TA siticicertrsicivicdioniaintd 
Des Moines, lowa.................s:000c0000+ 
I i ic cach indcineeecornnae 
I, Pe i ciciieescdibliscssnteriancit 


Charleston, W. Va.>...ccc.ccsssseseseseseee 
A oe intinedvtcinestisoeneb tenes 


Charleston, S. C. Se ee oa 


Baton Rouge, La.’ .. ......cccecssoocsesspsess 
impemanen, Bh Es iiss osssinss eccnccinsey 
ere 
RR, I sieht), ccs wiseeridene sence 
IR, SII wissen ss internists sovbnctnieds 
Bridgeport, Comm. 2 ............s.-esseessees 
NI IS Wi cites ivitcncson Secapinciaetisdendls 
CRS WC ois cee ssnn eversevnpnsnssocanves nce 


Albuquerque, N. Mex..............s0se000 
Baltimore, aE eS RANCHI 


Albany-Schenectady-Troy, N.Y...... 
Atlanta, Ga.!........ 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Areas--Continued 





Number of employees (in thousands) 
1957 
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Source: Department of Labor. 

correspondingly revised) to include not only Cobb, DeKalb, and Fulton Cos., but also Clayton Co. 2 Includes a small number of employees 

in mining. 3 Data revised from January 1957. 4 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 5 Data revised from January 1955. 6 Data 
ftom January 1955 not comparable with previous periods because area was redefined (and data correspondingly revised) to include not only 
Vanderburgh Co., Ind., but also Henderson Co., Ky. 7 Data revised from January 1952. 8 Not available. 9 Data revised from 

January 1954. NOTE: Revised statistics for months not shown here are available on request. 
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Table G-5: Contract Construction: Indexes of Aggregate Weekly Man-Hours 


(1947-49=100) 
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Chart 14. 


Hours and Earnings of Workers 
In Contract Construction 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
(DOLLARS) 





SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, : CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C. D. 57-10-0 
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Table G-6: Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings of Construction Workers 
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Source: Department of Labor. 
(NOTE: Table G-7, Registered Apprentice in the Building Trades, is shown semiannually in the January and July issues.) 





Construction Legislation 


Military Construction Act of 1957. (Public Law 85-241, approved August 30, 1957.) 


This law authorizes the appropriation of $1,232,495,000 for construction at military, naval, 
and Air Force installations within the United States and at overseas locations, distributed among 
the services, as follows: Army, $293,103,000; Navy, $337,611,000; and Air Force, $601,781,000. 
Included in these authorizations are 2,146 family housing units at an estimated cost of $50,000 ,000, 
and $9,425,000 for construction of a hospital, chapel, service club, nurses quarters, and additional 
airmen’s dormitories for the Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs. 


In addition to the above, P.L. 85-241 provides for an increase of $183,595,000 in authorizations 
granted in prior laws to cover increased construction costs for certain approved projects, allocated 
among the services, as follows: Army, $25,985,000; Navy, $42,648,000; and Air Force, $114,962,000. 


Section 406 of P.L. 85-241 provides that after July 1, 1958, the number of servicemen’s family 
housing units to be constructed or acquired (including Capehart housing, and units built or purchased 
with appropriated funds) must be authorized and appropriated for in an annual military construction bill, 
except the so-called Wherry housing. The purchase of Wherry housing (privately owned housing at 
military reservations) is obligatory, under the provisions of P.L. 1020, 84th Congress, if located where 
Capehart units are to be constructed, and thus is excluded from the annual justification requirement. 


Funds authorized in this law were appropriated in Public Law 85-170 (see below). 


Amendment to the National Defense Facilities Act to Provide Additional Iieserve Training Facilities, 
(Public Law 85-215, approved August 29, 1957.) 


This measure amends the National: Defense Facilities Act of 1950, as amended, by authorizing 
an additional $80,000,000 for Federal and State acquisition, expansion, and construction of armories, 
rifle ranges, airfields, training centers, repair shops, and other facilities required for the training of 
the Reserve components of the U. S. Armed Forces, including P.L. 85-215 does not extend the authority 
of the Secretary of Defense to continue this long-range program beyond the present expiration date of 
June 30, 1958, since the Defense Department will be required to submit a new legislative program 
requesting annual authorizations on a line-item basis, beginning with fiscal year 1959. 


Construction of Research Facilities by the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. (Public Law 
85-253, approved September 2, 1957.) 


This law authorizes construction of facilities and the installation of equipment required by the 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics in its program for fiscal year 1958. The largest authori- 
zations were for work at the following locations: Lewis Flight Propulsion Laboratory, Cleveland, Ohio 
($17,455,000); Ames Aeronautical Laboratory, Moffett Field, Calif. ($16,521,000); and Langley Aero 
nautical Laboratory, Hampton, Va. ($8;914,000). The approximate costs shown here may be increased 
by as much as 5 percent to meet unusual cost variations, but total appropriations authorized by P.L. 
85-253 may not exceed $45,450,000. 

Funds appropriated for the construction of facilities authorized by this Act may, with the approval 
of the Bureau of the Budget, be used for emergency repairs of existing facilities that are made inopere 
tive by major breakdown, accident, or other circumstance, if the Chairman of NACA deems the repairs 
to be of greater urgency than the construction of new facilities. 


Extension of Federal Aid for School Construction in Federally Affected Areas (Public Law 85-267, 
approved September 2, 1957.) 
P.L. 85-267 extends for 1 year, until June 30, 1959, the program of financial assistance by the 


Federal Government to local educational agencies for the construction of school facilities in areas 
affected by Federal activities, under the provisions of Public Law 815, 81st Congress, as amended. 
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This extension was made so that funds may be allocated td provide schools for about 34,000 child- 
ren who will be living in some 45,300 Capehart housing units (located on 136 military installations in 
40 States and 3 Territories) which are scheduled for completion between June 30, 1958, the previous 
ending date for P.L. 815, and June 30, 1959. 


Atomic Energy Indemnification and Limitation of Liability Act. (Public Law 85-256, approved September 2, 
1957.) 
This law, which amends the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 to provide for a new program of Federal 


indemnity against atomic reactor hazards, was designed to encourage private industry’s participation 
in the further development of the peaceful uses of atomic energy. 


Under its provisions, the Atomic Energy Commission will require, as a condition for a license 
to operate or construct a reactor, or to transmit radioactive materials, that che licensee take out and 
maintain financial protection against reactor accidents. The required protection may consist of private 
insurance, private contractual indemnities, self insurance, other proof of financial responsibility (such 
as cash, other assets, or bonds), or a combination of these items, and is applicable to licenses issued 
between August 30, 1954, and August 1, 1967. The face amount of this protection is to be the amount 
of liability insurance available from private sources, unless the Commission finds that a lesser amount 
is fair, considering the hazard involved in the reactor and the terms and cost of the insurance. 


In addition to furnishing financial protection, each licensee is required also to maintain a contract 
of indemnification with the Federal Government. Under this contract the Government will indemnify the 
licensee for damages arising from each nuclear incident which are in excess of the financial protection 
required, up to a maximum of $500 million, including costs of investigating and settling claims and 
defending suits for damage. 


Both the financial protection and the Government’s indemnification are to cover any person who 
might be found liable for a reactor incident, including contractors, subcontractors, designers, and 
suppliers of materials, parts, or services. Suppliers will pe covered even when the materials are sup- 
plied through the open market and it is not known that they are going into a reactor. 


Section 4(d) of P.L. 85-256 authorizes the Atomic Energy Commission to enter into agreements of 
indemnification with its own contractors and subcontractors until August 1, 1967. This authority is in 
addition to the authority which the Commission already had, under which the very large and relatively 
more dangerous production reactors were yranted indemnity, and may be applicable to lump-sum as well 
as cost-type contracts and to contracts and projects financed in whole or in part by the Commission. 


If there should be an instance where damages exceed the $500 million indemnification limit, 
together with the amount of the required financial protection, the law provides that the Commission or 
any person interested can apply to the appropriate district court of the United States having jurisdiction 
in bankruptcy over the site of the nuclear incident, and have the funds available prorated among all 
those to whom liability is owed. It is anticipated that Congress, after authorization hearings before the 
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, would appropriate funds in instances where the amounts provided 
under this law are inadequate. 


Other provisions of the law authorize the Commission to collect a fee of $30 a year per thousand 
kilowatts of thermal energy for commercial facilities (estimated to be enough to cover administrative 
costs of the protection); require the Commission to use, to the greatest extent practicable, the facilities 
and services of private insurance organizations and to pay reasonable compensation therefor; set forth 
certain clauses for inclusion in agreements for indemnification; and make the Advisory Committee on 
Reactor Safeguards a statutory committee. In addition, section 7 of the law requires the Commission 
to hold hearings on each facility which would be licensed, either as a commercial facility or as a 
facility looking toward the demonstration of its practical value, or a testing facility. These are the 
types of facilities most likely to have the hazards against which P.L. 85-256 seeks to provide additional 
protection. 
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APPROPRIATION ACTS THAT PROVIDE FOR CONSTRUCTION 


Public Works Appropriation Act, 1958. (Public Law 85-167, approved August 26, 1957.) 
The following major construction items are provided for by this law: 


Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers. (1) $449, 398,500--yeneral construction and related actiyj. 


ties on rivers and harbors, flood control, shore protection, and other authorized projects under the Corps 
of Engineers civil works program in the United States, Alaska, and Hawaii, of which not to exceed 
$1,600,000 is to be transferred to the Secretary of the Interior for conservation of fish and wildlife, 
(2) $60,715,000--construction of levees, bank stabilization works, etc., and maintenance and repair work 
in connection with the Mississippi River and Tributaries flood control project; and (3) $10,779,600- 
studies, surveys, and collection of basic information for authorized or legally eligible projects. 


Department of the Interior. (1) Bureau of Reclamation, $116,736,223 for construction and rehabilitation 
of authorized reclamation projects in 12 States, including $37,746,000 for the Missouri River Basin 
project; $25,142,000 for continuation of construction at the Upper Colorado River storage project; and 
$5,932,000 for engineering and economic investigations of proposed Federal reclamation projects, and 
studies of water conservation and development plans; and (2) Bonneville Power Administration, 
$22,038,000--construction and acquisition of transmission lines, substations, and appurtenant facilities, 


Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1958. (Public Law 85-170, approved August 28, 1957.) 


Most of the nearly $3/4 billion appropriated in this law for construction purposes is for national 
defense projects in the United States and at overseas bases, a number of which were authorized in 
P.L. 85-241 (see above). Funds for the military construction program were distributed as follows, 
Department of the Army, $365,000,000 (including $55,000,000 for the long-range program for construction 
of administrative and training facilities for National Guard and Reserve units); Department of the Navy, 
$265,000,000; and Department of the Air Force, $900,000,000. 


Other major construction items contained in P.L. 85-170 include: 


(1) Small Business Administration, $100,000,000 for additional capita: tor the revolving fund used 
in making disaster loans and business loans (including those for plant construction) authorized by the 
Small Business Act of 1953, as amended; 





(2) Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Conservation Program Service, $20,000,000 to carry out 


emergency conservation measures for rehabilitation of farms damaged by floods or other disasters in 
recent months; 





(3) Funds Appropriated to the President, $15,000,000 for the disaster relief program administered 
for the President by the Civil Defense Administrator; 





(4) Department of Commerce, Civil Aeronautics Administration, $12,500,000 for construction and 





development of a public airport in the vicinity of the District of Columbia; and 


(5) Department of Defense, $5,500,000 for construction of additional Loran (navigational aid) 
Stations by the Coast Guard. 


Section 308 of P.L. 85-170 provides that funds appropriated to the military departments for cor 
struction may be used for advances to the Bureau of Public Roads, Department of Commerce, for 
construction and improvement of access roads to military reservations, authorized under section 6 ol 
the Defense Highway Act of 1941, as amended, and section 12 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1950, 
as amended, when such projects are certified as important to the national defense. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Construction Review brings togethez 
under one cover virtually all of the Gov- 
ernment's current statistics that pertain 
to construction. Published jointly by the 
U. S. Department of Commerce and the 
U. S. Department of Labor, this monthly 
report is designed to serve the wide va- 
riety of groups and individuals among 
businessmen, government officials, leg- 
islators, labor unions, research work- 
ers, and the general public who need a 
convenient reference to the many facets 
by which current trends in construction 
may be gaged. 


The various measures of construction 
are shown in detail wherever possible, 
by type of construction, trade, or mate- 
rial, and in addition, by location. The 
Index to statistical tables is a guide to 
the detail provided by each tabulation. 


Most of the statistical series shown 
are prepared separately or jointly by the 
two agencies responsible for this publi- 
cation. The remainder, specifically ac- 
credited, originate in other governmental 
agencies or are contributed by private 
organizations. . 


Almost all the statistics are present- 
ed on a monthly basis; the rest, quar- 
terly. Except where noted, all data re- 
late to the continental United States. 


DEFINITION OF THE SERIES 


Part A--Construction Put In Place. Con- 
struction, for the purpose of this series, 
is defined to include the engineering, de- 
sign, and production of all fixed works 
and structures. Only new construction, 
including major additions and alterations, 
is covered; maintenance and repair. work 
is excluded, 


The estimates cover build- 


ings; other structures such as dams, lev- 
ees, and bridges; and nonstructural works 
such as airfields, highways, canals, and 
navigation channels. They include the 
installed value of equipment generally 
considered an integral part of a struc- 
ture and commonly included in the con- 
tract price, such as plumbing, heating, 
and air conditioning equipment and eleva- 
tors. They exclude separable equipment, 
such as production machinery, power- 
generating equipment, and furnishings. 


Clearing and development of land is 
included. If, however, an existing struc- 
ture is demolished in the process, the 
demolition itself is excluded. Excluded 
also are oil, gas, and water well drill- 
ing; the digging and shoring of mines; and 
work which is an integral part of farming 
operations such as plowing, terracing, 
and the digging of drainage ditches. 


Value of construction includes the 
cost of architectural and engineering 
fees, land development costs, material 
and equipment installed, labor, overhead, 
and profit on construction operations, but 
not speculative profits. Also included 
are the value of force—account work (con- 
struction done, not through a contractor, 
but directly by a business or government 
agency using a separate work force to 
perform nonmaintenance construction on 
the agency's own properties), as well as 
the value of work done by owners or their~™ 
families on their own homes, farm build- 
ings, and the like. 


Estimates of the value of construction 
measure the value of work put in place 
on all structures and facilities under con- 
struction during a given period regardless 
of when work on each individual project 
was started. 


! The private contributors are as follows: American Appraisal Co. (525 E. Michigan St., Milwaukee 2, Wis.), Asso- 
ciated General Contractors of America, Inc. (329 E St., N. W., Washington 4, D. C.), E. H. Boeckh and Associates (1406 
MSt., N. W., Washington 5, D. C.), and the Engineering News-Record (330 W. 42nd St., New York 36, N. Y.), which provide 
this bulletin with construction cost’ indexes; the F. W. Dodge Corporation (119 W. 40th St., New York, N. Y.), which pro- 
vides contract award values for the 37 easgern States; and the following private associations whose materials production, 
shipments, and other statistics on materials are published here: American Institute of Steel Construction (101 Park Ave., 
New York 17, N. Y.), American Iron and Steel Institute (150 E. 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y.), Douglas Fir Plywood Asso- 
ciation (Tacoma Bldg., Tacoma 2, Wash.), National Electric Manufacturers Association (155 E. 44th St., New York wv, 
N. Y.), National Lumber Manufacturers Association (1319 18th St., N. W., Washington 6, D. C.), and National Wood Work 
Manufacturers Association (332 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 4, IIl.). 
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Federally owned construction covers 
all projects financed exclusively with 
Federal funds, whether the work is done 
by force-account or by private contrac- 
tors. State and locally owned construc- 
tion, which also covers both force-ac- 
count and private-contract work, includes 
projects financed entirely by State and 
local governments, as well as projects 
financed in part by the Federal Govern- 
ment under’ grants-in-aid programs. 
Thus, the value figures for State and 
locally owned construction include the 
funds obtained from all three levels of 
government--Federal, State, and local. 
For the most part, the types of projects 
involving both Federal and State or local 
government monies are highways, air- 
fields, schools, hospitals, and sewage- 
disposal and water-supply facilities. 


Part B--Housing. The housing series 


in this report cover only permanent and 
housekeeping dwelling units, which are 
defined as dwelling places containing 
permanent cooking facilities, or the min- 
imum built-in facilities essential to 
housekeeping. 


The series on the number of new per- 
manent nonfarm dwelling units started, 
widely known as housing starts, includes 
prefabricated housing (if permanent), but 
excludes conversions (which are not new 
dwelling units) and hotel, dormitory ac- 
commodations, and military barracks 
(none of which are housekeeping dwell- 
ings). Excluded also are all temporary 
dwelling units, such as trailers, sheds, 
and shacks, as well as all farm housing. 


The housing starts estimates are 
based on local building permits issued 
‘adjusted for canceled permits and for lag 
between permit issuance and start of con- 
struction) and public contracts awarded, 
plus a field count of units started ina 
sample of nonpermit-issuing places. 


Construction is said to have started 
when excavation work for the basement 
or the foundation of the structure has 
commenced. 


This series was revised beginning 
with data for January 1954. The new 
series presents statistics for the 4 broad 
Census regions (Northeast, North Cen- 
tral, South, and West) and for the met- 
ropolitan, as compared with the nonmet- 


ropolitan segment of the country. Estj- 
mates by metropolitan—nonmetropolita 
location have been carried back on, 
monthly basis through January 1953, ang 
on an annual basis through 1950. 


These geographic data replace the 
urban-rural classification used preyj- 
ously. Also, rental-type units in the ney 
series are classified as 2-4 family and 
5-or-more family structures, compared 
with the former classification of 2-family 
and 3-or-more family structures. 


Construction cost data shown here 
represent the average of builders' esti- 
mates of the construction cost of all ney 
private l-family houses started nation 
ally. The construction cost averages are 
affected by variations in size and de- 
sign of the houses, in the size and type 
of projects started, and differences in 
construction methods, as well as changes 
in cost of materials and labor. They d& 
not represent the construction cost ofa 
typical house, and should not be confused 
with selling price or permit valuation. 


The cost data are based primarily o 
builders' estimates of construction cost 
as shown on the building permit, and on 
reports of construction cost by individual 
construction contractors in a represent- 
ative group of localities not issuing per 
mits. Building-permit information is ad 
justed for the general understatement of 
costs shown on permit applications. 


The construction cost figures cover 
the cost of labor, materials, and subcon- 
tracted work, and that part of the build 
ers' overhead and profit chargeable di- 
rectly to the building of the houses. Ir 
cluded are the costs of equipment which 
becomes an integral part of the structure 
and is essential to its general use. Ex 
cluded are the costs of land, site im 
provement, architectural and engineering 
fees, and sales profits. 


While the series on total nonfarm 
dwelling units started, as well as the se- 
ries on units started under FHA and V 
programs, cover new housing only, as 
distinguished from converted or existing 
housing, the statistics on nonfarm mort- 
gage recordings of $20,000 or less refer 
to both new and existing structures. Fur- 
thermore, the latter series covers all 
types of building construction, but resi 
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dential building accounts for the larger 
proportion of these mortgage recordings. 


Part C--Building Permits. The statis- 
tics on building construction authorized by 
local building permits, beginning with 
data for January 1954, measure building 
activity in all localities having building- 
permit systems--rural nonfarm as well 
as urban. Such localities (over 7,000) 


include about 80 percent of the total non- 
farm population of the country, according 
to the 1950 Census. 


The building-construction data cover 
federally as well as nonfederally owned 
projects. Figures on the amount of con- 


struction contracts awarded for Federal 


projects and for public housing ‘Federal, 
State, and local) in permit-issuing places 
are added to the valuation data (estimated 
cost entered by builders on building-per- 
mit applications) for privately owned 
projects; construction undertaken by State 
and local governments is reported by 
local officials. 


No adjustment has been made in the 
building-permit data to reflect the fact 
that permit valuations generally under- 
state the actual cost of construction, nor 
for lapsed permits or the lag between 
permit issuance or contract-award dates 
and start of construction. Therefore, 
they should not be considered as repre- 
senting the volume of building construc- 
tion started. 


Statistics shown in this report for the 
total metropolitan area of the country 
represent the 168 Standard Metropolitan 
Areas used in the 1950 Census. Data for 
individual metropolitan areas (which were 
selected from those for which building- 
permit coverage is complete or virtually 
complete) include an estimate for non- 
permit-issuing places in each area. 


Permit valuation figures do not in- 
clude the costs of (1) demolishing or mov- 
ing buildings, (2) nonbuilding construction 
(e.g., streets and highways, pipelines, 
water and sewer systems, etc.), or (3) 
land, land development,-_and architectural 
and engineering fees. 


The builders' estimates of cost as re- 
ported on the building permit, basically 
include the value of lator and materials 
involved. However, because of differ- 
ences in requirements, administration, 


and enforcement among the many local 
permit systems covered in this series, 
and variations in how individuals report, 
precise information is lacking regarding 
the extent to which the cost of service 
facilities essential to the general use of 
the building, or builders' overhead and 
profit, are included. 


Dwelling units are defined the same 
for the building-permit series as for the 
series presented in Part II (New Housing) 
of this report. The nonhousekeeping res- 
idential building shown here is com- 
prised of such structures as hotels, dor- 
mitories, tourist cabins, and clubs and 
association buildings with bedrooms. 


Part D--Contracts. The value of con- 
tracts awarded represents the amount of 
the construction contracts let during a 
given period of time for new construc- 
tion, including major additions and al- 
terations. Maintenance and repair work 
is not covered. As in the "construction 
put in place" series, equipment which 
becomes an integral part of structures 
and is essential to their general use is 
included, as well as costs of land devel- 
opment, materials, labor, and contrac- 
tors' overhead and profit on construction 
operations. Similarly, the value of Fed- 
eral force-account work is also included, 
but the cost of land and separable equip- 
ment are excluded. However, unlike the 
construction put in place series, the sta- 
tistics on contracts awarded exclude ar- 
chitectural and engineering fees and non- 
Federal force-account work, but include. 
a small amount of demolition work when 
it ig part of the overall contract for 
new construction. 


Figures on federally owned projects 
are compiled from notifications of con- 
struction contracts awarded, obtained 
from other Federal agencies. Data on 
non-Federal construction are obtained 
from records compiled by the F. W. 
Dodge Corporation, for the 37 States east 
of the Rocky Mountains. For the remain- 
ing States, they are based on reports 
from local building-permit officials, aug- 
mented by reports on construction con- 
tract awards which appear in a number 
of construction trade periodicals. In- 
quiries about the Dodge contract-award 
series may be addressed directly to that 
company. 
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Part E--Costs. The Department of Com- 
merce composite construction cost index 
is a combination of various cost indexes 
‘prepared by private organizations and 
other government agencies), weighted 
monthly by the current relative impor- 
tance of the major classes of construc- 
tion shown in the series on construction 
put in place. It is, therefore, the equiv- 
alent of a variable weighted indicator, re- 
flecting monthly changes not only in the 
component indexes, but also in the rela- 
tive importance of the major classes of 
construction which are used as weights. 


The individual private indexes report- 
ed monthly by the American Appraisal 
Company, Associated General Contrac- 
tors, E. H. Boeckh and Associates, and 
the Engineering News-Record are com- 
puted from quotations for a designated 
bill of materials and a specified amount 
of labor. The indexes differ as to the 
amounts and kinds of materials and labor 
measured, geographic coverage, and the 
extent to which adjustments are made for 
variations in labor efficiency, overhead 
and other factors affecting construction 
costs. 


Cost indexes applicable to particular 
locations and special types of construc- 
tion may be obtained from most of these 
compilers. 


All materials usually incorporated 
into buildings by the general contractor, 
or his subcontractors, are covered in the 
index of wholesale prices of building ma- 
terials. pecifically excluded are con- 
sumer durable goods such as kitchen 
ranges, refrigerators, and air-condition- 
ing equipment. Goods of constant quality 
are priced from period to period, so that 
the index measures the effect only of 
price, rather than of quality change. 
"Wholesale" refers to sales in large lots, 
at primary market levels. 


The series was revised, beginning 
with the January 1952 index, to include 
the pricing of additional materials, a 
different weighting pattern, and a change 
in the pricing period. The revised in- 
dex, based on 1947-49100, is the "of- 
ficial'' wholesale price index of the Fed- 
eral Government for January 1952 and 
all subsequent months; the indexes pre- 
viously published on the base 1926=100 
are the official price indexes for Decem- 


ber 1951 and all earlier dates. The in- 
dex presented here for the year 1951 on 
a 1947-49100 base is taken from a 
"linked" series, calculated solely for 
analytical purposes, and does not super- 
sede the former index (192621U0) as the 
official series for that year. 


Union wage scales are the minimum 
wage rates agreed upon through collective 
bargaining between employers and trade 
unions. Overtime beyond the negotiated 
maximum daily and weekly hours is ex- 
cluded. In addition, the scales do not 
reflect either rates for apprentices or 
premium rates paid for special qualifi- 
cations or other reasons. . 


Part F--Materials Output. The Indexes 
of Construction Materials Output provide 
measures of production or shipments for 
ten groups of construction materials, and 
are based on the output of 43 selected 
materials. Monthly indexes are provided 
for eight groups of materials, quarterly 
indexes for the other two groups, and 
annual levels are given for all groups. 

In computing the indexes, the current 
monthly or quarterly unit production or 
shipments data are converted to aggre- 
gate values by multiplying 1947-49 aver- 
age prices at the mills, factories, or 
plants. The base period aggregate values 
‘1947-49 monthly average = 100) are de- 
rived by multiplying 1947-49 monthly ay- 
erage output by the 1947 average factory, 
mill, or plant price. By the use of vary- 
ing physical quantities, and constant 
prices, the group indexes represent phys- 
ical quantity measures. The trend lines 
appearing on the charts are derived from 
the group indexes by removing the month- 
to-month fluctuations resulting from sea- 
sonal and erratic factors. The lines are 
12-month moving averages centered on 
the seventh month, with each calendar 
year centered on July. Projections for 
the last 6 months are made by using the 
current data adjusted for the seasonal 
movements appearing during the period 
1952-54, and smoothed by a 3-month 
moving average. 


Part G-- Employment. 


Data on employ- 
ment _in contract construction cover all 


employees of construction firms who 
worked during, or received pay for, the 
payroll period ending nearest the 15th of 
the month, regardless of the type of 
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work performed. Only firms engaged in 
the construction business on a contract 
basis for others are included, but such 
firms pursue all kinds of construction, 
activities--new work, alterations, dem- 
olitions, maintenance, and repairs. Ex- 
cluded are self-employed construction 
workers, working proprietors, and force- 
account employees of non-construction 
firms and public agencies engaged in 
construction activities. 


The hours and earnings estimates re- 


late only to nonsupervisory construction 
workers and working foremen. All such 
workers, regardless of skill, are includ- 
ed if they are engaged in any way in con- 
tract construction activities ‘on either 
privately or publicly owned projects). 


The earnings statistics shown are 
gross earnings before deductions for old- 
age and unemployment insurance, with- 
holding tax, bonds, and union dues. 
Gross earnings include the workers' base 
pay, premium pay for overtime and for 
bonuses, and pay for sick leave, holi- 
days, and vacations taken, but such items 
as employer contributions to welfare 
funds, and to insurance or pension plans, 
are excluded. 


The indexes of weekly man-hours in 
contract construction are a composite 
measure of the trends in construction- 
workér employment and average weekly 
hours. They provide a more meaningful 
measure of contract-construction activity 
than the employment or average weekly 
hours series alone, since the volume of 
work done is dependent upon both the 
number of workers employed and the 
length. of their workweek. 


The foregoing employment and earn- 
ings series are based upon reports from 
individual contracting establishments; 
these reports do not contain the detail 
necessary to separate employment ac- 
cording to the kind of construction work 
performed. 


Information shown in this report on 
seprentices in the building trades applies 
only to registered apprentices. A reg- 
istered apprentice is defined as an em- 
ployee who, under an expressed or im- 


plied agreement for a stipulated term, 
receives instruction in a registered ap- 


prenticeship system, and concerning. 
whom a recognized apprenticeship agency 
has on record all the information it re- 
quires. 


The apprenticeship data are obtained 
from local apprenticeship committees, 
trade unions, employers' associations, 
and building trades councils, by field 
representatives of the Federal Govern- 
ment and cooperating State Apprenticeship 
Agencies. Occupational classifications 
are based on descriptions in the Diction- 
oe of Occupational Titles (Washington, 
U. S. Employment Service, 2d Ed., 
1949). For the purposes of the tabula- 
tion presented here, three classifica- 
tions--brick, stone, and tile workers; 
cement masons; and plasterers--have 
been combined into one group, the trowel 
trades. 


SELECTED REFERENCES 


Descriptions of the techniques of com- 
piling most of the series included in Con- 
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